Trade and Travel
CHAPTER TWO:
“A foothold in Europe”
1920 to 1950

The Story of the Journeys to, from and by Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School
and its predecessors as told mainly through the school magazines

The second in
a series of four occasional papers on school travel and trips especially
written for Heritage Open Day, September 2012

From the Garton Archive at Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School

Occasional Paper No 19

Compiled by

Chris Williams

September 2012

1

Introduction
The purpose of this paper is to look at ‘Travel and Trade’, initially in the context
of Lincoln Grammar School and Lincoln Girls High School, from 1920 to the end
of the reign of George VI with the main sources being the magazines of 1921‐
1922, 1931‐1932 and 1941‐1942. This first version will be based almost entirely
on the magazines. In due course we would hope to enrich the account by using
other archival sources, adding the memories of former pupils and staff, and also
any relevant information about the two secondary modern schools on St Giles
which the Garton Archive team would welcome with interest and enthusiasm.
After the Great War, school life on Lindum Hill and Wragby Road returned to
normal, and, in the cases of the boys, to the correct buildings. In many ways, the
daily routines had not changed a great deal during the conflict, although male
staff will have been conscripted, the economy transformed onto a war footing
and there will have been considerable foreboding in any family on receiving a
telegram. Research on the Fourth Northern General Hospital and the war
memorial at Lincoln School by Peter Harrod and Graham McAdam has already
been published on the Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School website. In due course
another Occasional Paper will be added to explore the magazines and other
sources and tell the story of those years from August 1914 to the Treaty of
Versailles in 1919.

1921‐1922
Lincoln Grammar School 1921‐1922
There are only two editions of ‘The Lincolnian’ loosely covering this academic
year dated Midsummer 1921 and Easter 1922 with considerable delays in
reporting football results and other events.
The editorial in the first of these concluded with this thought‐provoking
reflection: “In all our school activities, there is no more important lesson to be
learned than the subordination of self to the general good. It was a prime cause of
the greatness of ancient Greece during her brightest period. It had much to do with
the rise of Germany, When we learn to combine, in due proportion, our individual
keenness with the spirit of self‐sacrifice we are on our way to becoming worthy and
useful citizens”. Later in the year the Cadet Corps accepted an invitation to
participate in the City’s Armistice Day celebrations at the Great Northern Station.
On 25th October 1922, the Corps was involved in the unveiling of the Lincoln War
Memorial by Field‐Marshall Sir William Robertson in St.Benedict’s Square, and at
a Cathedral service.
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Lincoln School formed a “Literary and Historical Society” in January 1922. Its
programme included weighty presentations on “The Influence of the French
Revolution on English Literature”, “Some recent Discoveries in Crete”, “The
Relations between England and Germany 1848‐1878” and “French Nationalism”.
The fixture list included the traditional opponents with the addition of Saturday
matches against Welton and Digby. Wednesday 3rd November 1920 was
noteworthy because “we travelled over [to Gainsborough] by motorbus on a fine
day”.
Although the date isn’t given, there is evidence in the Christmas 1922 magazine
of a non‐sporting, non‐military school trip by boys from Lincoln School. “Thanks
to the kindness of the Librarian of the Lincoln Cathedral Library (Canon Elliott),
the Sixth Form, accompanied by Mr. H.W.Wood, had the privilege of inspecting the
rare and priceless volumes carefully preserved there”.
In the same period at Lincoln School a five valve “wireless apparatus was installed
by Mr. G.A.H.Mence. A Loud Speaker has recently been added and excellent results
have been obtained from the broad‐casting stations. At present the operators are
limited to reception, but aspire to the transmission of messages in the near future”.
This was cutting edge for the period, and a sign of things to come. At Speech Day,
on 17th October 1922, Headmaster Moxon praised Mr. Mence not only for his
skill but also for his valuable and “wonderful facility for contriving simple
apparatus out of rough material, especially in view of the urgent calls for economy
to which we are subjected today. This not only enables us to reduce our outlay on
scientific apparatus to a minimum, but also stimulates the inventive and
constructive powers of the pupils”.
The prizes were then presented by Lord Liverpool, Governor General of New
Zealand at the outbreak of war in August 1914. He observed that he had hoisted
a flag over the school in Lincoln N.Z. presented by Lincoln School and that he
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“had now fulfilled the promise to tell the donors about it”. He also noted that New
Zealand now had an unemployment problem for the first time and that “it was no
use boys thinking that they could go out there and begin to make money right
away”. In seconding the vote of thanks made by the Mayor, the Dean expressed
“his gratitude to the Earl for his activity on behalf of the Cathedral Fund which
made it possible for him (The Dean) to go to America”.
Lincoln High School 1921‐1922
The magazines include the sports travel similar to that before the Great War with
fixtures in Gainsborough, Grantham and Retford and a thriving French Club with
songs, charades and readings of “L’Avocat Pathelia” and “Greigoire”. There were
notices of the marriage of Stephanie Hunt in Capetown and her sister Hilda in
Bombay, also in November 1921. Their parents, Rev.and Mrs.Hunt of Welton
Vicarage, could have had a very busy month, which would be an interesting line
for the family genealogist to pursue with shipping timetables and passenger lists.
The Guides were flourishing and the Midsummer 1922 magazine mentions that
“Miss McDonald, our captain, is arranging for us, as patrols, to communicate with
foreign guides living in Canada, Nairobi and France, so that we may realise under
what difficulties foreign guides carry on”. Closer to home Lady Liverpool had
given permission for the school guides to have their annual picnic in Hartsholme
Park.

In Miss Savill’s Report on Speech Day in December 1922 the Headmistress spoke
at length about women’s employment, observing that ‘The Society for the
Settlement of British Women Overseas is always ready to supply full and practical
information to parents or schools” and giving examples. Miss Savill mentioned
“one of our old girls – D.Cammell – after three or four years driving a tractor on a
farm in the war, [who] went out to the Grahamstown Training College in South
Africa”. Another girl, H.Simpson, had just returned on leave from an elementary
school teaching post from Canada where A.Riggall was teaching Gymnastics and
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Games at St.Margaret’s School, Victoria, Vancouver. The shipping routes of the
Empire were certainly being well used by the old girls of the High School.
Miss Simpson wrote about her experiences over three years “in a prairie school
in Saskatchewan” in the Christmas 1922 magazine. In a story of rural life, she
tells of hitching up horses and buildings which move, “no unusual thing in
Canada”. Her class of 25 was all English‐speaking apart from two families, one
“Austrian”, the other Galician. “Then there were four children of Scottish extraction,
two of German, three Canadians and the rest English”. The young ladies of the
High School would have adapted quickly to the multi‐cultural Lincoln classroom
of the early twentieth‐first century. Miss Simpson was concerned by the attitude
of some of her pupils. The eldest Galician, Jack, “was a typical foreigner of the
rough kind. He was a huge strong fellow of eleven [who] had been to school only
three months when I knew him, could speak only broken English interspersed with
many and various oaths, and used to fight frequently with a great stick”. However,
“as a rule both parents and pupils are very keen on education, and respond readily
to any effort on the part of the ‘teacher’”. Miss Simpson took full advantage of her
time in the western hemisphere to travel through the Rockies into the United
States, concluding her article with the observations that “Canada is a wonderful
country, and, I firmly believe, will have a great and important future”.
Closer to home, Trafalgar Day was commemorated with an evening presentation
by Commander Harvey from the British and Foreign Sailors’ Society about
“Gibraltar and Malta, our Mediterranean outposts” with photos of the ports and
the British fleet, and “amusing stories about the sailors”. The Society received
two guineas from the school collection of £6 2s.6d, the balance going to the
Smyrna Relief Fund. Then, as now, the pupils and staff were donating money to
‘good causes’ and charities overseas.
There had been a devastating fire in Smyrna in September 1922 during the
Greco‐Turkish war, which had erupted after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
in 1918. It is estimated that 15,000 Greek and Armenians died in the waterfont
area. Symrna is now called Izmir and was in fact visited by science teacher
Mr.Billingurst and the writer in March 2011 for a European Comenius project
meeting on teaching methods, which also involved schools from Portugal and
Lithuania. Away from the meeting room in 2011, twentieth century history was
not mentioned at all, but there was a great deal on Ephesus, medieval trade and
fortifications, wind energy past and present, and the long‐standing ambitions of
both Germany and Russia to dominate the Bosphorus.
Milestones in 1924
At this point it is necessary to interrupt the once‐a‐decade times pattern of this
paper. In midsummer 1924, the High School Editorial reported with some pride
that, “the two outstanding School events during the last six months having been the
Sixth Form visit to Paris during the Easter holidays, and the School’s visit the
British Exhibition at the beginning of this term, we have recorded accounts of these
in this number of the Magazine”.
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From the evidence of the magazines it seems as if the visit to Paris was the first
overseas journey made by a school group from the predecessors of Lincoln
Christ’s Hospital School.
The world had changed in many ways during and after the Great War. Whether
the Suffragette movement influenced Miss Savill in her decision to permit this
visit isn’t recorded, but the conflict had brought France and Belgium into the
public mind like never before. Destinations which had been the preserve of an
affluent minority became possible for all, often spurred on by the emotional need
to visit the last resting place of a husband, brother, son or fiancée. Some will
have been related to the Old Lincolnians researched by Graham McAdam, Mick
Wall and others. Of the 49 men, only seven died outside the Belgium‐France‐UK
triangle in locations as distant as Amara and Basra in present‐day Iraq
(Capt.Partington and Lt. Cannon respectively), Doiran and Kalamaria in Greece
(Lt.Reade and Sgt.Taylor) Gallipoli (Lance.Cp. Edwards), Mombasa
(Sgt.Atkinson) and Ramleh in Palestine (2nd Lt.Quine). The writer’s own
grandmother and great aunt journeyed from Runcorn to The Somme in August
1921 to find their brother’s grave, a moving visit recorded in a handwritten diary.
They were not alone in this sort of pilgrimage.
And of course Paris was seen by many of the centre of civilization, notably the
arts, still ruling Europe “by tongue, pen and brush” in Voltaire’s famous phrase
and French was the modern language of choice at the High School, so an
extension of the classroom teaching and the extra‐curricular club to the banks of
the Seine was a straight‐forward progression. Miss Clark took charge of the
group for the eight day visit described in French by Kathleen Aspland and
Constance Parkin, a different text in English being provided by Mary Chatterton:
“Il arriva à Paris, à six heures du matin, le vingt‐deux avril, 1924, quatre
professeurs et dix‐neuf jeunes filles de Lincoln High School. Elles étaient toutes
fatiguées and affamées, car elles avaient voyagés pendant toute la nuit, mais en
même temps elles étaient tres heureuses et tout à la joie de leur visite.” The group
did the sights, ascended the Eiffel Tower despite the apprehension of the staff,
spent time in the Louvre sketching, enjoyed a night at the theatre and went to
both Versailles by train and Fontainebleau. “Pour aller de lieu en lieu elles
montaient en omnibus, en tramway, en char‐à‐banc en taxi on (sic) dans le métro”.
Mary was particularly struck by the speed of the traffic, the likelihood of it being
“almost impossible to cross a boulevard without leaving a limb or two behind”, the
swarming taxis, different styles of traffic policing, and the courtesy of the drivers
of “fat and heavy and clumsy” buses which went much faster than the “gentle
waddle” she had anticipated. Neither account mentioned the train route, the
accommodation or even the food apart from sitting at a pavement café “drinking
lemonade and watching the people going by in the approved manner”.
Almost certainly not Lincoln High School staff or
Sixth Form girls “watching the people going by in
the approved manner”, but typical of the period.
Paris was certainly the place to be in the
summer of 1924. The 8th Olympiad of the
modern era opened on 4th May and closed on
27th July. 44 nations were represented
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The return crossing to England was notable for the sea being “un peu grosse”, but
everyone was convinced that they would return to Paris one day.
In reporting the visit in her end of year speech, Miss Savill observed that “one
parent wrote beforehand to say that if she [Miss Clark] returned with them [the
group] intact, she would deserve a Victoria Cross.” Miss Savill continued “I hope it
may not be the last of such expeditions, though to do it annually would, I think, be
too much to put on those who have the burden of organization”, a sentiment which
would be shared by the trip enthusiasts in the present school. One journey per
group leader per annum seems to be enough. Miss Savill then remarked that
“those who had been to Paris must have felt that our day at Wembley was child’s
play”.
There are three accounts on the ambitious day‐trip to the British Exhibition in
May, which might have involved the entire school. Members of the Sixth Party
had massed in readiness at the station where they were “divided into our ‘tens’.
The first shock of the day occurred about two minutes later when we were told that
we must eat yet another sumptuous breakfast on the train. Fried bacon and eggs
appeared toute de suite, and were attacked heroically.” The punctilious Mabel
Green in the Lower Third’s Party, noted that the class made its excursion the
Exhibition at Wembley on May 20th 1924, “starting at the Great Northern Station
[today’s Lincoln Central Station] at 6.25 a.m. and reaching Wembley Hill Station
at 11.12 a.m.”. The girls amused with themselves with Farm Yard Snap and Old
Maid. The corridor saw “a constant stream of girls, bent on visiting their various
friends. We being the Sixth Form party improved our minds with a few intelligent
games or industriously studied the map of Wembley”.
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The magazine accounts cover five pages. The girls were over‐awed by the
exhibition and its magnificent pavilions with their impressive displays, and maps
and models of shipping and railway networks with coloured lights. Miss Roberts’
Middle School Party were interested to hear assistants from Hong Kong speaking
Chinese among themselves, to see “very imposing” men from the Gold Coast
weaving, and to participate in a hands‐on activity with sending a telegram and
receiving it at the far side of the room. The focus of the Exhibition was the
Empire, its diversity, trade routes and British power. During the day they even
saw The King, Queen and Prince of Wales – George V, Queen Mary and the future
Edward VIII
Back on the train, the Sixth Party led by Miss Mason were all ready for the
“forthcoming meal, especially those of us who had given our lunch to the elephant
for the pleasure of seeing how he would eat it.” Mabel concludes her account by
observing that they returned home on the 4.20 p.m. arriving in Lincoln at 8.50
p.m. “after having had a delightful expedition”.
The last word should be Miss Savill’s. Inevitably, on such a bold undertaking
things went wrong, and at last one child was temporarily lost. “When
remonstrated with, and told that she had missed seeing the King and Queen, [she
replied], ‘Never mind I have seen a lovely elephant’ “.
The Garton Archive also hosts material for this decade on another High School
week in Paris (1926) and a London visit (1927). There is also a High School
photo album (1924‐1951)
A milestone in 1928
It seems that the first overseas journey by Lincoln School was a month‐long visit
to Dunkirk led by Mr.Wood. The group of fifteen boys travelled via St.Pancras to
Tilbury for the sea‐crossing on “the good ship ‘Alsatian’” to Dunkirk harbour,
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whence they completed their journey by train and tram. Accommodation was in
a college described as “old and dismal, a bare stone building in the form of a
square, with not a blade of grass upon the premises”. The mornings “from 9 o’clock
until 11‐45” were spent in the classroom and the afternoons on a variety of
activities including sport and various other activities. Excursions in both France
and Belgium included visits to Bruges, Ghent and Mont Cassel, a sleepy village.
“A day in the battlefield , at Poperinghe, Ypres and in many places where men made
the supreme sacrifice was, in a way different from all other days, a day to
remember”.

In modern parlance this was a life‐changing experience. The boys “learnt how to
wash socks and shirts, use wash bowls that were like cattle troughs, to sleep in
pyjamas starched by the launderer”. They were also “initiated into the art of
playing billiards” and some spent time at the Casino “under the guiding hand of
our keeper”. “We learnt how to drink ‘vin blanc’ with the abandon of a Bacchante”
and discovered that “the most enjoyable, and the best, way of way of learning
French was found in the Dance Hall, where one was left to one’s own resources”. On
the return journey, the group missed its connection at St.Pancras, and the thirty
or so parents had to wait a little longer for their sons. In this pre‐mobile phone
era, was the land‐line network sufficient to get the message about the delay
through to the families, or did the railway itself provide the information?
This all seems a little different from the programme enjoyed by the girls of the
High School in Paris four years earlier with its careful sketching. The full account
of the Dunkirk expedition by A.M.Taylor is to be in the December 1928
Lincolnian (pp29‐31). One wonders if any of boys on the 1928 trip were
evacuated from the beaches of Dunkirk less than twelve years later.
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1931‐1932
Returning to the sequence of sampling the magazines once every decade, we
have now reached the 1930’s. The happy illusion of the Roaring Twenties was
over, and the Wall Street Crash of October 1929 led in due course to the mass
employment of the Great Depression, or ‘recession’ to give it the modern term.
Lincoln Grammar School 1931‐1932
There were three editions of the magazine in 1931‐1932. The Christmas 1931
edition observes rather glumly that, “owing to the national need for economy, the
boarders found it necessary to forego their annual celebration for November 5th
this year“. Moving to the 2010’s, a simple analysis could be that the recession in
our present decade is clearly less serious for there seems to have been no lack of
national celebration in the country with a royal wedding, a Diamond Jubilee, the
Olympics, and Paralympics, although at a local level annual festivals in places like
Cleethorpes and Spalding are being abandoned for a lack of support, both lacking
business sponsorship and volunteer support. Back in July 1931 Headmaster
Young had reported that “however dark and anxious the past year had been for
the world in general” it had been a good one for the School with record results in
the higher Certificate examinations.
Fixtures took teams to Boston, Brigg, Newark, Nottingham, Retford, Scunthorpe
and Sleaford. Trips out included an upper school visit to Messrs. Hadfield’s Iron
and Steel works in Sheffield on a bus which “was warm”. On another day
“Remove Modern” (Form RM) went to the fertilizer works of Messrs. Doughty,
Son and Richardson to see sulphuric acid being manufactured on a commercial
scale. Mr.Dollery also took groups to the Bardney Sugar Factory, the Gasworks
and the City Power Station. One wonders whether the school’s staff and the
manufacturers would be able to negotiate today’s Health and Safety legislation
and insurance considerations to make such visits.
The international aspect in 1931‐1932 followed existing patterns, mainly in all
corners of the Empire. The Rev. W.G.S. Duckworth took up a missionary post in
Uganda and B.W.Lee was known to be teaching in Egypt. E.B.Dunkerton was
working for a Chemist’s in Port Elizabeth, South Africa, while C.A.Lowe was in
Cape Province. D.Stevenson was based at a Research Centre in Northern
Rhodesia (Zambia), and N.S.Stevenson was Conservator of Forests in Belize,
Honduras.
In an article in the Christmas 1931 magazine, F.G.Brabner, an Old Boy working in
Brazil, described the cultural contrasts afforded by a visit from a British warship,
and the impressive tram system with a speed of 35mph and trailers for second
class passengers. It was apparently quite normal to hire a trailer for any house
removals. Further north, after gaining a First in History at Cambridge,
R.A.Humphreys benefitted from a £600 travelling scholarship to America, and
also managed to log 9,000 miles discovering “that America is not a country but a
continent”. He advised his readers not to be critical of aspects of the development
of the USA in educating a vociferous democracy because they should not forget
that “red men scalped each other not a hundred years ago”.
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B.S.Anstey was working for Royal Insurance in India. Mr H.Salter reported in the
Lent 1932 magazine that unemployment was worse in New South Wales than in
England, and that the falling price of wheat had meant that men were going back
to sheep‐farming and even gold prospecting.
In school, Mr Axton had been appointed to the staff and was teaching both
French and a second modern foreign language, Spanish, which he was asked to
introduce to the school. Delegates, dressed in costumes appropriate to their
countries, enlivened the mock League of Nations Assembly, at which speeches
were made not only in English, but also in French and (?Classical) Greek.
There was also contact with a very highly placed journalist amongst the Old Boys
with Captain Ralph Deakin’s appointment as Foreign News Editor of ‘The Times’.
His copy in the Lent 1931 magazine referred to modern methods of news‐
gathering. The telegraph had been dominant when the French occupied the Ruhr
in 1921, but its central role was replaced by the telephone a decade later. In the
newsroom “We talk each evening to Naples, Bucharest, Danzig, Madrid, Warsaw,
Copenhagen, and a dozen other continental centres. Sometimes we even hear the
voices of New York and Buenos Aires”. This poses a question – when did the
Grammar School and the High School first have telephones? And then, was the
first phone on the headteacher’s desk or in the real communications hub of any
school, the Office?
Lincoln High School 1931‐1932
In the Christmas 1931 magazine the editor says nothing about the global crisis
but starts with a related and familiar theme, women’s employment, in this case
for secondary and university teachers in India, followed by references to talks
from visiting former staff member, Miss Pugh now in India. A film from the sub‐
continent, was shown on 28th October, by its director, Captain Ellis. The footage
showed his party stalking a tiger, which they captured “by means of a large net
suspended between two trees”. Lions were apparently plentiful in the jungle as
well. “Many were not Indian ones, but imported African ones for hunting”. The film
also included shots of wild elephants being captured in Ceylon. In a rather
different and presumably less triumphalist presentation Mrs Bradbury talked of
work in a Criminal Tribe Settlement in Bombay, “the Eye of India”, on 18th
November. The Jewel in the Crown was certainly very prominent at this time,
and it is probably not surprising there is no mention in the magazines of the salt
march, Gandhi, Nehru and Bose, and the calls for independence.
In her annual report Miss Savill mentions that Miss Clark and other staff took
another party to France at Easter, this time including Fifth Formers to get
enough participants. (This is reported in Archives as 1931 LHS – C.CDS – French
expedition). The headmistress refers to the journey as a “holiday”. Elsewhere in
the magazine, the French Club flourished under the guidance of Mademoiselle
Derambure and Mlle Fournier with tea and most meetings in the Botany room
but, on 2nd December, the group moved to the Chemistry room for lantern slides
on the works of French artists such as Touquet, Delcroix and Rodin. It is noted
that Miss Lloyd “worked the lantern”. Then as now, some teachers had greater
confidence with the newer technologies.
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School life maintained its international flavour. The Junior Debating Society
supported the motion proposed by Agnes Stephenson “That more harm comes to
an Eskimo going south than to a dark man going north”. Bella Tatam opposed. The
Senior Debating Society carried the motion “That life in South Africa is preferable
to that in Greenland” while the Juniors agreed with Josephine Greenhill “That the
League of Nations cannot succeed” and rejected Grace Quixley’s proposal “That
there should be special roads for pedestrians”. The Old Girls Association had an
illustrated talk on Norway.
Trips out of school included the guides camping at Usselby, rallying at
Hartsholme and giving thanks at the Cathedral. The Sketch Club Picnic was held
at Hackthorn where frogs in the stream “proved rather an attraction”. There was
a summer holiday visit to the Cathedral Library where Canon Kynaston showed
them the Magna Carta and other documents . The hockey team played league
matches at Mansfield, Nottingham and Retford, and came second in a league of
eight behind Loughborough. A party of Sixth Form girls was shown “round Messrs.
Foster’s works”. They saw agricultural machines for threshing and binding being
built, wood being cut, rope boiled in a cauldron of tallow, lead smelted and cast,
and metals “cut like paper” or worked with oxy‐acetylene. The girls even stood
inside the world’s largest pump commissioned for Fen drainage, impressed by
the fact that a Baby Austin car had recently been photographed in the same place.
The editorial team was excellent in accumulating information for the magazines.
Current or former pupils and staff announced their plans, wrote from overseas
or returned to the school to describe their experiences such as Miss Presslie’s
presentation on Haifa.

In 1931‐1932 Viva Poppleton sent
news from Grahamstown where
St.Andrew’s Training College
(illustrated) had welcomed several
High School girls over the decades.

Mary Bratley was hoping to go to Hong Kong with a Sussex family as a Nursery
Nurse and Elsie Bavin had joined her parents in Egypt . Florence Codrington had
returned from New Zealand while Freda Walker had gone to Hong Kong via
Gibraltar, Port Said, Colombo and Singapore, notable for the flowers everywhere.
Mary Crowe (Lowe) wrote from Siam and Peggy Roach teaching in India, Lahore
in present‐day Pakistan, was about to marry a Lincolnshire man working in
Kashmir.
Edna Dives (née Moss) gave birth to a son in North Vancouver and Sheila
Williams rejoined her father in the Argentine. Also in the Americas Barbara
Whittaker was studying at the University of Edmonton and wrote a lengthy piece
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about guiding in Canada, sleeping under the stars and being covered by hoar‐
frost in late May, ski‐hiking and enjoying coffee made with snow melted in a
syrup pail. It seems as if there was a visit of Public School Headmistresses to
Canada that year, but no indication that Miss Savill participated.
Closer to home, Vivia Hannam had returned from Switzerland and was now in
King’s Lynn as a French‐speaking Companion Governess. Betty Raynham went
youth‐hostelling in Germany with “everyone friendly”. Several people spoke to
the Old Girls Association on their visits to towns abroad, especially around the
Baltic and Mediterranean. Miss Mason made some “mortifying comparisons
between the Northern [towns of Stockholm, Tallinn and Helsingfors] and English
towns, particularly with regard to their cleanliness”. Former pupil Constance
Allburn spent nearly a year in Latvia as a nursery nurse with an infant charge.
The family group travelled out by boat in July departing from London Bridge via
the Kiel Canal past Bornholm and across the Baltic to Tallinn in Estonia. She
makes various observations about Latvia, its people, and languages in a lengthy
article written after returning to Lincoln by train in March via Riga and Berlin,
enthusing about the green grass and gardens “as we had not seen anything green
since November. Our next trip will be to the Canary islands, so at least we shall be
warm”.
Marking the end of an era, the death was reported of William Walker, the School
Porter from 1911 to 1931.”Walker” had served in the Lincolnshire Regiment for
21 years, stationed in Guernsey and South Africa. “We shall remember his
friendliness and zeal for all that concerned the School’s good; his very early arrivals
to stoke, and sweep the snow on Winter mornings, his faithful care of the building
in our absence”. Contrastingly, and as a prelude to the future, former pupils in
London wrote to Miss Savill on 13th December 1931 about a charity party they
had arranged, and advise the headmistress that she would be able to see the
festivities for herself “when we all have television apparatus attached to our
wireless sets”.
The Archive also contains folders on the Lincoln High School Normandy tour
(Easter 1934), and French tour (1937)
1941‐1942
Twenty‐five years and one month after the Great War had started, the country
was again at war from September 1939. War‐time regulations covered almost
every aspect of life including the amount of paper used in school magazines
Lincoln Girls High School 1941‐1942
War came very directly to the Girls High School on 22nd July 1941 with the death
of a member of staff “in an accident of war” when a Hampden bomber crashed
into the Greestone killing its four man RAF crew and Miss Edith Fowle, a teacher
at the school for twenty‐one years. The Christmas 1941 magazine continues
many tributes to Miss Fowle and also to Joyce Gibbons, a former pupil, killed in
August 1941 through enemy action when a bomb fell near her home while on
firewatch duty. While the Great War had affected Lincoln in many ways, the city
and its children had not faced loss of life so close to home. The evolution of
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communications and transport systems meant that the city was now a target for
the Luftwaffe and the flat countryside meant that this was an ideal location for
the many new airbases from which the war would be taken to military locations
and then the cities of Germany. Military personnel, especially from the RAF, filled
the city, and High School girls were recruited into many branches of the forces.
War had many impacts on school life. Travel was restricted although some away
fixtures in Grantham still took place and there was a day trip to Nottingham in
May. Being “cut off from other schools”, the High School girls put their energies
into allotments, and the Senior History Club organized cycling expeditions to
worthy locations such as Bardney and Tupholme Abbeys and the churches at
Brant Broughton and Navenby. The Guides also went on hikes because other
parts of their programme were no longer possible. The war effort was helped by
the thrifty support of the National Savings scheme and also by trade of a sort
with 60 girls knitting nine pounds of khaki wool provided by the Red Cross into
gloves for the Russians. There was also a rather surprising shipment of
gramophone records to Iceland.
War did not remove the girls’ interest in Christmas in foreign lands with an
article on traditions including references to Czechoslovakia, Austria and
Germany, without any mention of the first two now being ruled by the third. Nor
did the conflict remove an interest in the minutiae of the lives of others. However,
the requirements of the censor and the dangers posed by U‐boats combined to
reduce both the number of journeys and the information on the locations of
individuals. Nevertheless, the magazine does report on old girls being in Poona,
the Middle East and South Australia, sometimes with vague reference to military
service, and Isabel Canham recounted her journey back from Australia in a
convoy to the Old Girls’ Association. Former pupils gave birth in the Anglo‐
Egyptian Sudan, Toledo, USA and Jamaica. Others married in Poona, Winnipeg
and Johannesburg, and closer to home at least one former LHS girl fell for a
member of the Royal Canadian Air Force and married him in London.
A different alliance with North America was celebrated at an important event in
Lincoln Cathedral on 12th February 1942. United States Ambassador Winant was
granted the freedom of the City of Lincoln, and of course Miss Savill and some
girls were invited as representatives of the Lincoln High School. After the
ceremony they spoke to the Ambassador who invited them to visit him in the
States. The author would be interested to know if there is any evidence that this
actually happened. The Grammar School was also present at the ceremony, but
‘The Lincolnian’ doesn’t mention a parallel invitation.
Lincoln School 1941‐1942
Lincoln School had similar restrictions on the font and size of its wartime
magazine, and also different areas of interest in the war years. Unsurprisingly,
the two editions in 1941‐1942 are directly or indirectly dominated by the
conflict. The fixture list was much reduced, although matches still took place in
Sleaford with the Lincoln teams “performing a public duty in not travelling on
service buses”. The realities of war were further recognized with boys joining in
the “Dig for Victory” campaign and visits by serving officers including a Canadian
working for the Ministry of Information who spoke about the place of Canada in
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the Empire. The School started an ATS unit which had summer camps at local
aerodromes. Old Boy F.R.Wilkinson developed his studies at Cambridge to learn
Japanese for the British Intelligence Service.
On Speech Day in 1942, the Managing Director of Ruston‐Bucyrus, Mr.Bone,
presented the prizes and then addressed the gathering. He commented that “the
tragedy of Germany was that the keenness of her youth had been turned by her
leaders into channels that were themselves evil and led to evil deeds”. Armistice
Day events assumed a new significance when the reading of the names of those
who had died in the Great War was supplemented by a growing list of more
recent combatants.
Throughout the war the Lincolnian provides information on the military services
joined by the School’s alumni. Fuller information is given on those killed or
missing in action or accidents. Lincolnians served in units almost everywhere.
Despite the difficulties and dangers, Old Boys found humour in the unusual
circumstances. “A.E.Cook (1929‐1937), serving in the Middle East, finds life not
unendurable. His chief complaint is the antiquity of the films shown at the local
cinemas. ‘King King’ is certainly not a ‘recent release’”.
Named locations include India, the Middle East, Malta, Libya, Shanghai,
Singapore and South Africa. RAF crew trained in Canada and those on the boats
and ships of the Royal Navy, the Merchant Navy and the New Zealand Shipping
Company travelled the oceans of the world. Some such as Belton had dramatic
escapes from Singapore. Others were less fortunate when protecting the nation’s
interest and vital trade routes. Norman Macmillan Long (1927‐1934) was lost on
Merchant Navy service. Eric George Henry Rumsey (1926‐1932), Leading Sick
Bay Attendant, served on the destroyer HMS Cossack, and was possibly at the
sinking of the Bismarck in May 1941. He was lost with over 150 shipmates when
his ship was torpedoed off Gibraltar and capsized in bad weather in October
1941. Edwin John Rees (1930‐1945) went down with 848 shipmates on the
battleship H.M.S.Barham off Alexandria in November 1941

H.M.S.Cossack – sunk by U‐539

H.M.S.Barham – sunk by U‐331

Over the course of the war, the magazines provide a growing list of those serving
the country, and those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
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After the war
The map of Europe, let alone the rest of the world, changed considerably
between 1939‐1945 affecting many aspects of life. As in the aftermath of World
War One, the horizons of individuals had been affected by their war‐time
experiences, and new perspectives and priorities emerged.
Not surprisingly, it took three years for school visits to resume. In ‘The
Lincolnian” (Vol 6 No 5 Christmas 1948) there are reports on “Switzerland
1948”, an account of a private car trip to Italy and a flight to Canada.

We also know that Lincoln High School organized a holiday in Paris in Spring
1949, probably its first trip abroad in over ten years

Sources: The Lincolnian and Lincoln Girls High School magazines
Author: Chris Williams is Honorary Archivist and was a teacher of history and
Deputy Headteacher at LCHS from 1986 to 2007 with two three month periods
as Headteacher. He now works for the school and other organisations as a
consultant
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