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Introduction
When Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School first accepted the invitation to host a Heritage Open
Day event in 2012, we were captivated by a sub‐text in the programme of ‘Trade and Travel’.
Lincolnshire hosts have been asked to relate to this theme if they possibly can and so we
thought that it could be interesting to see what emerged from the Garton Archive and also
the memories of scholars, past and present.
The initial plan had been to carry out research by reading every Lincoln School magazine
between 1888 and 1974 and Lincoln High School between 1898 and 1974, and going
through the cuttings and website files of Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School. This proved to be
over‐ambitious, and so the decision was taken to limit the study to sampling the records
every ten years from 1901‐1902, culminating in the academic year 2011‐2012. This not only
allowed for a more manageable study and enables the main trends to be seen more easily,
but also provides nine opportunities for subsequent researchers starting with 1902‐1903 to
2012‐2013 perhaps!
Also for very practical reasons, the text is being published in four sections:
Chapter 1: Britannia rules the waves: 1888 to 1919
Chapter 2: A foothold in Europe: 1920 to 1950
Chapter 3: The shrinking planet: 1951 to 1974
Chapter 4: Citizens of a global village: 1974 to present
Four separate chapters will facilitate the inevitable editing as errors are corrected and
additional examples added to the text. Another reason for this division is that the sources
change. While chapters one and two will be largely researched through school magazines,
the late chapters will use the memories of past and present pupils as well as a variety of
magazines and newsletters, ‘The Lincolnshire Echo’ and ‘Lincoln Chronicle’ and the internet,
notably the website of Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School. The partition will also allow the
different chapters to be downloaded more easily for printing and also for electronic
transmission in manageable sections.
Overall, this is a work in progress with some chapters developing more quickly than others
as time permits

Trade and Travel
Trade: While the four predecessor schools might not have seen themselves as trading
organisations, the present one certainly does. The recent acquisition of Academy status
recognises the basic supply and demand model of a business. Good pupil numbers and
income are dependent on public perceptions, facilities and measurable outcomes such as
examination results. This was not the same a century ago with tradition and reputation
holding greater sway. There was less competition for people and places than there is today.
Travel: Students and teachers in schools and academies in 2012 travel a lot more than their
predecessors a century ago. Today pupils, parents and potential staff members look at many
aspects of school life in addition to those prioritised by their ancestors with computer
facilities and off‐site activities being two of them. Even OFSTED inspectors review the
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international dimension as part of their visitations and questioning of members of the school,
an unheard area of inquisitorial interest even 20 years ago
Chapter 1: Britannia rules the waves: 1888 to 1919
From the first edition of the Lincoln Grammar Magazine to the Treaty of Versailles

The late nineteenth century
The Lincoln School Magazine, “the organ of Lincoln Grammar School” started in February
1888 and by its second edition was displaying a quotation from ‘The Tempest’ on the front
cover – “Gentle of breath of yours, my sails must fill, or else my project fails, which was to
please”. There is also acknowledgement of the services of William H. Leary, Machine Printer,
Saltergate, Lincoln. The Lincoln High School magazine first appeared at Christmas 1898
printed by Keyworth of Swanpool Court
The world view of the Lincoln community in the late nineteenth century was very
straightforward when seen through a schoolroom map with about one‐sixth of the land mass
coloured crimson red. This was reflected in the school magazines. At Lincoln Grammar
School the “sturdy independence” of the typical boy and “sublime indifference to everything
else but himself and his own concerns” is justified because “in him you may see that very
typical Englishman who, wherever in the world he has been pitched down, has always
shouldered his way right in and come to the front by his sheer dogged pluck and
determination”…. “This has made us Englishmen what we are – the first nation of the world”
(Vol.1No.2 March 1888)
Pupils and teachers in the final years of Victoria’s reign tended to have very little direct
experience of the wider world with no cheap flights, day trips to France, multi‐channel
television and global internet. Much of their knowledge came from volumes found in the
Lincoln School Library, a place where a shortage of books apparently caused scuffles
between boys desperate for something to read. In April 1888, “two small boys in their
eagerness (to borrow a book) had to fight it out. The Librarians had to make frequent
onslaughts on the besiegers, capturing, among other things, a small boy’s coat, and a harmless
spectator was only saved from being mobbed by the help of the Librarians”. The volumes in
such demand were donated by boys. They illustrate some global interests. W.H.Drage
presented a copy of “La Belle France”, while W.Wrangham’s gifts of “A Voyage Round the
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World” and The South Sea Whaler” show a sense of ‘daring‐do’ adventure. C.A.Kidd
presented “Five Weeks in a Balloon” and “The English at the North Pole” in April 1889.
Lincoln School, later had a very real interest in The South Pole, as we will see further on in
this account. By December 1889 the Library cupboards were full with classics by authors
such as Mrs Hodgson Burnett, Mrs.S.Beecher, Dickens and Cervantes, and a lot more tales of
adventure by Jules Verne and Capt.Marryat, and R.L.Stevenson. “Travels with a donkey” was
still a class text in the 1950’s.
Elsewhere the international dimension was seen in the Lincoln School band’s choice of ‘The
Brazilian March’ (Brepsant) in November 1888, repeated at the August 1889 prize
distribution and concert with other programme items including “Marche Militaire” for violin,
“March of the Troubadours” and “La Traviata” for piano and “Dulce Domum”. Then as now,
music is an international language
To some extent the humour in the magazines reflects the period but could be transferred to
Lincoln classrooms in the current century with little difficulty: “Latest from the first form:
‘Name the Mts between France and Spain?’ ‘The Pyramids, sir’” (Vol.1No.2 March 1888). Of
course today’s Year 7s would probably seek the answer through Google rather than risk
making a mistake in front of their classmate
On the other hand “Britannia ruled the waves” and shipping routes guarded by the Royal
Navy took Lincolnians around the globe to British possessions in all continents.
The world certainly came to Lincoln, often in the form of presentations by travellers. “On
Monday the 19th (October 1888), in the big schoolroom (of Lincoln School), Mr Frere of the
Universities Mission, delivered a very interesting lecture on the labours of missionaries in
Central Africa, recounting many of his own experiences.” In a piece of exemplary good practice,
“Mr Frere has brought with him several specimens of weapons and agricultural implements
used by the savages, notably one with a curved blade, for ‘striking at a man from behind a tree’
as some learned society in London named it, but which curiously enough the savages
themselves call a ‘scythe’”.
When the travellers returned home, they had tales to tell, often with missionary zeal as
shown by Miss Baroody’s lecture in the Girls’ High School on “Eastern Manners and
Customs” on Wednesday 12th October 1898: ”At 2‐30 the door leading into the hall opened
and an eastern song was sung, with a chorus accompanied by a tambourine; then Miss Baroody
mounted the platform and arranged the eastern women who accompanied her in a semi‐circle
around her”.. Miss Baroody then exhibited the Eastern women…The Syrian baby was exhibited
next. He was swathed tight in swaddling clothes from head to foot like a mummy …” Miss
Baroody had come to England to try and interest people and get money for her Medical
Mission in Lebanon.
Not all the travellers came to Lincoln, but their presence was vicariously observed through
regular contributions by alumni now studying at prestigious universities. Touring Australian
cricketers were observed at Oxford in June 1888 while Cambridge received a visit from the
Maoris on Feb.19th 1889. The Old Lincolnian scribe notes that “Cambridge 15 consisted
altogether of blues. It cannot however be said that the Maori team was wholly composed of
blacks. As you know, hardly any of them are pure bred Maoris. The chief fault of the latter was
lack of combination. Their play, too, was a trifle rough”. The Lincoln Grammar School
magazine in this period was produced by senior boys. In the twenty‐first century it is
doubtful whether these observations would have been printed.
Some travel was very local. In the summer of 1888, the Lincoln Grammar School 1st XI played
away fixtures on school pitches in Boston, Gainsborough, Grantham and Market Rasen with a
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village matches at Ruskington and Blankney (from 1889), which poses the question of how
the teams actually travelled to these distant venues. One answer was to let the train take the
strain. A report on a football match on 1st December 1888 included an intriguing reference
to transport: “As the Louth team had to catch an early train, it was only possible to play 35
minutes each way”. The home team won 1‐0.
The Lincoln Grammar School teams, or perhaps just the editor, could show limited respect
for their opponents with Bostonians described as “the denizens of the docks” (March 1889)
during a match report of an away game with comments on constant drizzle and then an
increase in the rain. The visitors lost this particular contest by a chastening 13‐1. On other
occasions there seems to have been a more positive approach to away fixtures with the
school band accompanying the cricket XI to Ruskington in May 1889, but there is no
suggestion that this was a help to the team’s performance because the School was bowled
out for 27.
Lincoln School established a Cycling Club in the summer of 1889 under the presidency of
Canon Fowler. Where did they go? Along the banks of the Witham? To the Wolds?
1891‐1892
Lincoln Grammar School 1891‐1892
We can now move forward into a more systematic once‐a‐decade survey. Lincoln High
School was not to open until 1893 and we only have three copies of the Lincoln Grammar
School magazine for the academic year 1891‐1892, so the coverage is thin.
There is little information on life in the school itself. From the results for the Oxford Local
Exams foreign languages are restricted to Greek, Latin and French. The Debating Society
considered the motion “Is war justifiable?” and voted in favour by 15 votes to three. The
fixture list mentions another destination for the cricket XI with a match at Wellingore
Agricultural College, while the music for sports day included a “Canadian polka”. The
magazines also contain a serialized account of “Gothric; or the true story of the discovery of
America”, a tale of pre‐Columbian adventure in Norman times
The October 1891 edition tells of the adventures of two anonymous cyclists travelling 146
miles and 2 yards between Lincoln and Matlock unexpectedly recounted as a dream
sequence. This sort of long independent cycle journey for young men was typical of the
period.
An account of a much longer journey is started in the June 1892 magazine titled “From
Lincoln to New Zealand”. Unfortunately it isn’t clear whether the “Old Lincolnian” traveller
is a pupil, a former pupil, or other member of the community, but the detail of the six week
voyage on the coal‐powered, 4,163 ton S.S. Aorangi is vivid.
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More on the SS Aorangi can be found on http://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_12804.asp
The voyage from the Royal Albert Dock into the Thames takes the traveller through the
German Ocean – no use of the term ‘North Sea’ in 1891 – and then past Dover, Hastings,
Beachy Head, Brighton, the Isle of Wight, Eddystone and then across the Bay of Biscay to the
Spanish coast, whence to Tenerife for re‐coaling at Santa Cruz before the long voyage to Cape
Town. There are references to choppy seas, un‐principled people in ports on the journey,
onboard entertainment and advice to male passengers about the need to “put armour on
before leaving” to “avoid siege” from “young ladies on board with so much time on their hands”.
Interestingly the writer is able to observe almost casually that “we did not find much fun in
crossing the Line. People now‐a‐days are not as ignorant as they used to be”
1901‐1902
We have magazines for this period from both Lincoln High School and Lincoln Grammar
School
Lincoln Grammar School 1901‐1902
Events at Lincoln Grammar School were now recorded in “The Lincolnian” as it had been
called since being re‐launched in February 1897 after a four year gap. Editions were
published in December 1901, April 1902 and July 1902
As before there was a considerable emphasis on long texts of an uplifting nature, sports
reports with references to the weather and the performance of individuals, occasional
references to special events and news from the Library. The ‘desiderata’ i.e. books sought for
the cupboard and a keenly anticipated room for the Library showed a determination to
upgrade the inventory from a “hopeless mass of fiction” (April 1902) because “books of
reference we are entirely without”. Volumes such as Grote’s History of Greece, Bagehot’s
Literary Studies and Boswell’s Life of Johnson as well as “a good atlas” were on the wish‐list.
Whether the young scholars would have been quite as enthusiastic about such texts isn’t
recorded, but this does show a distinct shift in the ambitions of the School, or at least its
librarians, with a quest for academic authority and rigour rather than entertaining reading.
The fixture list now included matches at Worksop and Woodhall Spa without any clue as to
how the teams travelled to and from these venues, although there is a cursory reference to a
Debating Society motion that “Motor cars are better than horses” without any further detail.
Concert programmes kept an international flavour with the band regularly performing “Les
Cloches de St.Malo” while the listing of Townroe’s parody of “Swanee Ribber” opens an
interesting line of enquiry. Indeed B.S.Townroe appears to have been something of an
entertainer with “a number of spirited contributions”. He was also the sub‐editor of “The
Lincolnian” sometimes writing under the nom de plume of Caesar. On March 8th, “Reggie
Chambers, a small boy from the Girls’ High School Kindergarten department gave us a
rambling story about Black Mingo, the Mugger and other marvelous Indian creatures.” On 5th
April 1902 Voss, “after singing a very short German song, brought down the house by giving
the A.B.C. in German as an encore. Maddison I, who never fails us, sang a pretty ‘darky’ song”.
One wonders whether the subject material and phrasing here would pass scrutiny a century
later. The growing importance of German in the curriculum as well as the national
consciousness was shown in July 1902 with the Institute of Bankers Exams having both
French and German options. However, German never seems to have been taught at Lincoln
School itself in this period
There was also some real forward thinking in Caesar’s contribution to the December 1901
edition. A dream sequence in “An Experience at Midnight” starts with a reference to “An
6

article in The Express to the effect that at any moment the cap of ice at The South Pole might
break up and overwhelm England with a deluge of water and ice”. Some Lincolnians had
escaped to found a new Lincoln in the southern seas and returned generations later to
explore their ancestors’ old haunts. The expedition was led by Lauderdale, a descendant of
the then football captain, who managed to find the school miraculously preserved above the
swamp in the flood plain below. Then as now, the southern seas offered hope to romantics
and escapists and of course if climate change continues on its present trend, there may well
be a swamp in Lincoln’s central business district a few centuries from now! B.S.Townroe’s
prescience was very much in the spirit of Jules Verne and others
More seriously and immediately Great Britain was engaged in the Boer War at the turn of the
century. On Wednesday 11th December 1901, Captain Newsum, an Old Boy of the School,
delivered a lecture on “The War in South Africa”. Extracting the most points from the speech
for this paper, the audience heard how the Active Service Detachment of the Lincolnshire
Volunteers had “left Lincoln on 17th February 1900 and crossed on the Guelph arriving at Cape
Town, March 14th. … On entering Greenpoint Camp one of the first things he saw in the docks
were traction engines from the Lincoln firm they knew so well… The Captain said that on day
they marched 42 miles in 27 hours … During the evening Captain Newsum passed round a Boer
bandolier, Boer flag, sjambok, pom‐pom and naval shells … Mr.H.Mantles, at the conclusion,
very kindly showed some lantern slides of the war”

Providing artefacts for the audience to handle is of course a tried and tested teaching
technique and the good use of AV equipment in the form of lantern slides over a century
before Powerpoint shows that the teachers of the early twentieth century would not have
felt completely out of touch with present‐day methodology. It should be noted that
Headmaster Chambers led by example here by showing his own slides of Italy in the same
school year.
A further account of the South African War in the April 1902 edition of “The Lincolnian”
came through a lengthy letter from “Old Boy” Edward Dunkerton who was in Port Elizabeth
and travelled to Bloemfontein for three months in the middle of 1901. He had to arrive early
at the station and “underwent a so called examination for plague, which had just made its
unwelcome appearance at the Bay. I was just asked my name, to show my tongue and then
given a certificate to say that I was as fit as a berry”. Those readers who have travelled
outside Europe in recent years will have met checks with a similar purpose in the form of
requirements for yellow fever certificates when arriving in Sub‐Saharan Africa and the
temperature scanners in Asia. The insect spray in aircraft before take‐off is another change.
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On leaving Port Elizabeth, Dunkerton was very struck by “the sight of dawn over the sea
where a hundred ships or more were quietly riding at anchor, a sight which will for ever remain
vividly impressed upon my memory”. Meals were served on the train throughout the 34 hour
journey. There were further plague checks. At Rosmead, where it was freezing hard, our Old
Lincolnian was examined by two more doctors, one “a Scotchman” with “an overcoat and
muffler”, who stamped his railway certificate to the effect that he was “‘medically fit June 13th,
1902.’ Just a year ahead!” At Springfontein there was another spot check so to speak. The
doctor was “the smartest man I ever met in his profession for he examined ten people for
plague in less than two minutes”. At the destination of Blomfontein the train collided with
another. Some coal trucks were “off the line and a Kaffir had his leg broken.” There were
minor injuries to the passengers and “one man was hurt rather badly by a falling lamp”. They
weren’t allowed to walk up to the station because of dangerous culverts and “sat in the
carriages in inky darkness, for all the lamps had been extinguished, miserable, bad‐tempered,
cold. For three hours we were shunted up and down, the whistles of half‐a‐dozen engines
shrieking incessantly. One lady had hysterics, and on the whole we had anything but a pleasant
time.” On finally arriving at the platform, they had yet another plaque examination with
orders to report back every three days for the next fortnight, and then had to find a hotel
which proved to be challenging.
Edward Dunkerton was in Blomfontein on business at a time of martial law. There was a
curfew and a very carnivorous diet with beef , lamb and mutton at 4d‐6d (2.5p) per lb and
cabbage and cauliflower at 2s – 2s6d each (10‐12p). Fines were imposed for such things as
failing to report to the Board of Health Offices for the plague examination (£5), being out
after 9pm (£2.2s) and for a lady being on the railway platform at 1pm (£1).
The town had a constantly changing population as Imperial troops moved through.
Dunkerton being impressed by the Maori war cry: “It is not harmonious or delicate in its
composition, but it is certainly striking in its crudeness, and yelled out by 100 or more stalwart
New Zealanders it was very impressing. I have heard it many times and it has never failed to
impress me.” He also saw Dutch prisoners and Dutch refugees, cattle and horses innumerable
and Cape carts by the dozen”.
Under martial law, here was not a lot to do, but routines developed. Cribbage and whist were
played. The Theatre had its own repertory group, the Leigh Pierce Company, which had “held
the boards for sixteen months”. There was a wide range of productions including “Lady
Windermere’s Fan” and “Charley’s Aunt” and less well‐known ones such as “Jim the Pen‐
man” and “The Sorrows of Satan”. Another regular activity was the Sunday afternoon walk to
the cemetery with many graves for British soldier killed in the on‐going conflict. “There is, as
far as I could make out, only one of the Lincolns buried there – Private Tear, 2nd Lincolns”.
Blomfontein in 1900
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Dunkerton concluded that “on the whole I had a very pleasant three months in Blomfontein”.
He set off for Port Elizabeth on 9th September and had the “most miserable journey. We
travelled in an old Z.A.S.R coach which was in a most filthy condition, and apart from this it
rained.” At Rosmead refreshments weren’t available, “not even an orange or biscuit. Rosmead
is a most miserable hole, worse than Barnetby or Firsby”. On returning to the coast, Dunkerton
enjoyed the freedom of the absence of martial law and “stayed out until 12.30 that night just
to see what it was like”. The following morning he was instructed to to go to Aliwal North.
In July 1902 The Lincolnian mentioned that its Editor, Mr Richardson had be appointed to
the post of Professor of English Literature in the Caning College, Lucknow, and wished him
success and prosperity in “Britain’s Dominions beyond the Seas”. His successor, Mr White of
Balliol only stayed a week being offered an appointment in South Africa. “In his stead we now
have Mr.Phillips, also an Oxford man. Mr Phillips is a good athlete and is already a well‐known
figure on the new ground”. Another teacher of this name, the legendary Jimmy Phillips, was
not appointed until 1921
On 3rd June 1902, the Cricket 2nd XI played and defeated Louth GS Seconds on their ground .
“A whole day holiday had been given us in honour of Peace being proclaimed, and so the game
started at eleven o’clock”.
As an aside for readers of this paper, there is perhaps an opportunity for a fuller study of the
Boer War and any other connections with Lincoln School, its staff and its boys. There are
also relevant reports in The Lincoln High School magazine outside the current remit.
The 1901‐1902 Lincoln School magazines finish with reports on the School Concert, well‐
supported despite the rival attraction of the Palestinian Exhibition in the city reported at
much greater length by Hilda Scorer in the High School magazine and a conversation in the
Headmaster’s study with a well‐known actor, Mr Wilfred Draycott, who had been at the
school in 1861‐1862 as F.W.Drayson before adopting his stage name. Draycott reminisces on
his youth when, after three years at Oxford, he visited Switzerland. A fortuitous meeting with
a Lady Bancroft led him into the theatre and a career on the stage. He joined a touring
company with which he visited New York, San Francisco, Australia (five months) and Cape
Colony (two months). Could this Victorian actor have been the first Old Lincolnian to
circumnavigate the planet ?!
Lincoln High School 1901‐1902
In this period three Lincoln High School magazines were published at Christmas 1901,
Easter 1902 and July 1902. It was printed by Keyworth and Sons at 5, 7 and 9, Swanpool
Court, also printers of “The Lincolnian”. The High School magazines tend to be longer than
those from Lincoln Grammar School with much more creative writing and narrative, and far
less emphasis on sport.
Tennis fixtures took a team to Mansfield and hockey was played at Grantham and Spalding,
all a considerable distance from Lincoln. On 15th March 1902, the first round of the Midland
High School Shield Association hockey tournament was played at Lincoln: “The Mansfield
team arrived by the 12‐40 train and were given up to the ground in a brake, very kindly
provided by [Headmistress] Miss Ashburner”. The visitors won 4‐2
An international element was certainly present in the School. Those attending Speech Day
were treated to a French recitation of “L’Ecole buissonière” by the Lower Sixth and a German
recitation of “Grenadiere” by the Upper School. F.Mawer in IIIc wrote about the Japanese
New Year and performers at the concert on 19th December ranged widely over the European
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repertoire with duets, piano pieces and a cello solo drawn including Liszt, Mendelssohn,
Beethoven, Mozart and Grieg.
There had been references to the South African war in magazines produced in 1900 and the
cessation of hostilities brought plenty of focus to the July 1902 magazine. In a sixteen line
poem on the front page, D.Vickers VI wrote of hostility, grief and loss before ending
triumphantly..
“So may stern Justice join her rule to Charity divine,
England’s name and England’s fame for this shall brighter shine.”

So

This is followed by an article by A.V. from the Fifth Form on Peace, and the old physician
Time as a healer of aching hearts and wounded bodies. Then, more surprisingly, Grace
Vickers of IVb sends “A letter from South Africa” in which she describes life on an ostrich,
cattle and sheep farm, tropical plants, honey‐birds and the howling of baboons. It isn’t clear
from the article when Grace left Lincoln, if indeed she was ever a pupil at the High School
The High School magazine (July 1902) also includes reviews such as a literary one of “With
Roberts to Pretoria” and Hilda Scorer’s Prize Essay on the week‐long Palestine Exhibition
held in the Drill Hall from 15th April 1902. The exhibition included models, a replica of the a
rock‐hewn tomb, displays on agriculture, furniture and natural history, costume lectures,
stalls where curios, literature, sweets and foreign stamps could be purchased and a fund‐
raising appeal for Eustace Maxwell Memorial Fund which helped medical work in Jerusalem.
There is plenty of evidence of Lincoln ladies travelling widely in a period in which steam
ships, trains and the telegraph were the main methods of distance communications.
In July 1900 it was observed that “May Cribb is now at school in Switzerland and writes very
happily of the life and work there” while M.Akenhead IV Lit writes an account of “A Swiss
Expedition”. There are other references to girls and staff on holiday there
A former pupil, Louba Youdelewski “saying she had forgotten her English” wrote two pages in
French on “La Finlande” with observations on life there such as “Un detail très interéssant: Le
paysan finnois ne fait son pain qu’une fois par an. Au milieu de chaque pain, il y a trou, et quand
tous sont prêts, il les enfile sur un bâton, par les trous, et les pend au plafond de sa cabane. Je
suppose que le dernier pain de l’année doit être dur comme une pierre”
She also commented that “Les Finnois détestent les Russes, comme les Alsaciens détestent les
prussiens”. Whether the forces of political correctness in 2012 would permit this sort of
comment in a school magazine today is debatable!
Staff were on the move as well. At Christmas 1898 the High School staff were “very sorry to
say “Good‐bye” to Miss Williams. She has been with us four terms, and is now going to
experience the joys of a Russian winter in St.Petersburgh (sic)”. Eighteen months later in July
1900 the High School editor observed that “It is with great sorrow that we are anticipating
the departure of Miss Vulliamy who is going out to Africa to take up Missionary Education work
in a Training College for native teachers in a Training College for native teachers at
Grahamstown”. The courage of Miss Vulliamy travelling to South Africa while the Boer War
was raging is considerable, like Miss Williams without the modern benefits of Skype, email
and mobile phones for easy communications with the family back home
Some of the articles in the Lincoln High School magazine hinted at pupil travel such as “An
Exursion to Mont St.Michel” penned by H.Akenhead of IVB (Christmas 1901) and the
intrepid K.M.G. also of IVB writing about a visit to ‘A Lancashire Coal Mine’ with her sister
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(Easter 1902) ‐ “I think everyone may guess that we ended up our day with a good hot bath”. A
journey to Towton and “Winter on the Cornish Coast” were also recorded, but there is
absolutely no indication of activities being organized by the School

1911‐1912
Lincoln Grammar School 1911‐1912
Unsurprisingly, not all the information comes from the school magazines, the story of Henry
Salter having been passed on through the family in 2008:
“Henry Salter, born 3rd November 1893 was a pupil at Miss Wileman’s Preparatory School, and
then Lincoln School from September 1904 to December 1908. He went to Australia in 1911 and
became a sheep farmer in New South Wales. He is next to the teacher in the back row, and not
in team colours as he had been fighting with the other boy similarly attired.”

The football reports in December 1911 include away matches in Sleaford and Louth with the
more distant visitors from Horncastle and Retford, none with any reference to the transport,
but the usual concerns about the ground (perfect, rather greasy or greasy), the weather
(rain) and play being stopped early because of bad light. The 19‐0 defeat at Louth GS on 29th
November was the heaviest found so far in the magazines – football, not rugby football was
the sport
South Africa receives another mention in December 2011, when The Lincolnian noted
“E.Thorpe has returned from The Rand on six months leave and is now in Lincoln with a fine S.A.
complexion”. The same edition includes an article by Thorpe on “A Visit to a Rand Gold Mine”.
He observes that “on nearing Johannesburg by rail, one is struck by a long line of tall smoke
stacks and huge heaps of sand. It is not one small spot but is carried for a distance of about
eighty miles along the railway line.” There is then a lengthy description of the mining process
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and amazement at the use of local labour. “Perhaps the most striking feature of the mine to an
Englishman is the native”. Thorpe continues by describing the accommodation, clothing and
food
It is not clear whether an article by R.Hampton‐Costigan on dueling in Heidelberg is written
by a pupil, teacher or someone from the wider community. The contribution by Ahmed
Rafique on “Kite‐Flying in India” is also intriguing, especially because the author refers to a
youthful career in Delhi and Lucknow, and his regret that he “had to abandon this excellent
pastime on departure for England”. The admissions register shows that Ahmed was the son of
a Circuit Judge in Lucknow, and a boarder for eleven months in 1911.
In April 1912 The Lincolnian recorded that Mr.B.H. Fry, the son of the Dean of Lincoln took
classes for a fortnight to cover the absence of Mr.Mence. “Mr Fry. Being an experienced
traveller, was able to stimulate greatly the interest in geography.” The magazine then printed
an account of one of his adventures in which he built a little 12’ sailing punt of pine on the
German side of the Swiss border and then sailed it down as far as Rotterdam. Elsewhere in
the same edition there was a long account of “A Visit to Greece” by train, ship and horse.
However, there was no suggestion that this journey was undertaken by pupils or indeed
anyone connected to Lincoln School, and so the text was probably included to encourage or
educate the scholars
The magazine also noted Amundsen’s success at the South Pole and the slaughter of the dogs
for food. This “made us wonder about the fate of the dog supplied by the School for Captain
Scott’s Expedition”. According to husky specialists Carole and Dave Williams
(www.salazka.co.uk) the dogs were apparently turned back once the final stage of the
Expedition was reached, and were transported to New Zealand where they became
domesticated. So it seems possible that Lincoln Grammar School’s dog, Poacher, could have
enjoyed retirement in the southern hemisphere. (See also ‘Item of Interest)
In August 1912 there were references to aircraft over Wragby Road. In the editorial it was
reported that “the wet weeks have not been without excitement, for has not an airman buzzed
into the gloaming above the cricket pitch, and turned a most considerable somersault in the
barley before our gates.” Whether this was the same incident as mentioned on page 2 is
unclear. “We understand that the clock turret had a narrow escape when the Daily Mail
aeroplane did arrive. It was reported that one of the planes only cleared the side of the turret
by a few inches.” The Daily Mail had certainly latched onto PR aspects of flight shown by this
contemporary photo from Swindon and some sort of sponsorship deal with Louis Blériot.

There were also several accounts of travel to different places – a tramp on Dartmoor, a
holiday in Belgium, India and Canada. However, there was no indication of pupils, staff or
anyone from Lincoln being involved. The only other point relevant to ‘Travel and Trade’ was
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that A.E.Waterhouse who went to British Columbia in 1893 had become the first Mayor of
the City of Port Alberni, an indeed location on Victoria Island.
The scrutiny of later magazines is for another researcher, but a quick glance at the October
1913 edition includes a remarkable and slightly obscure paragraph encouraging the boys “to
push on for another stage with little to trouble us from the outside world. Politics may bubble
and boil, but Caesar is as solid as ever; wars may contort the map of the globe, but we rest
serene in the comfort that any two sides of a triangle are greater than a third side”. The
present author’s interpretation of the final sentence is that this refers to the Entente
Cordiale, the alliance with France agreed in 1904, with an earlier comparison with to the
Roman Empire. The assumption of serenity and the prediction that there was “little to
trouble us from the outside world” were to prove to be very misguided. The assassination of
Franz Ferdinand on 28th June 1914 started a succession of events which changed the world,
its travel and trade patterns

Lincoln High School 1911‐1912
There were only two High School magazines in this year published at Christmas and Easter.
New library books included four different volumes on Spanish Renaissance history, a
biography of Dean Wickham and ’Heidi’. The Fiction Library was enhanced by “Vanity Fair”,
novels by Robert Louis Stevenson, and “The Crisis” by Winston Churchill, an American
novelist, not the British politician.
They included more examples of globe‐trotting teachers. Former colleague Miss Headlam
had gone on a long visit to New Zealand where she stayed at the Diocesan High School for
Girls at Auckland. Mademoiselle (sic) had left to take up fresh work in South Carolina, and
was replaced by Mademoiselle Leclerq. Alice Abram had taken up a post at the Government
High School in Port Elizabeth. Miss Dunnill from Queenstown CC, South Africa, became a new
member of the Old Girls Association.
A former teacher working in South Africa, Miss Vulliamy, now Sister Eva, who had left for
Grahamstown in in 1900, paid a visit to the High School in the spring of 1912. Another
visitor from Grahamstown was Sister Kate, formerly Kate Naylor, who spoke about her work
at St.Peter’s Home, a school for poor children.
A little closer to home, the Christmas edition includes a description of a visit to Grenoble by
Madeline Lambert, noteworthy not only for its description of a ride into the mountains by
motor on roads too narrow for two motors to pass, but also for the account of attending
conferences at the University and the different nationalities found there – English, Germans,
Italians, Spaniards, Austrians, Russians, Bulgarians, Chinese etc. By the following edition of
the magazine, Madeline Lambert, probably the hockey captain in 1910‐1911, had moved to
Ambleside and teacher training almost certainly at what later became Charlotte Mason
College. This suggests that the Grenoble visit took place after her Oxford exams in the
summer of 1911.
As regards school trips, there is an excellent account of “Our Visit to Nottingham” by Sixth
Former, M.Higgs, detailing a train journey from Midland Station by three mistresses, 16 girls
and a few well‐wishers to play in a tournament at Nottingham High School. The group
managed to secure two carriages, occupy themselves tying ties and making all look smart,
and having lunch in the train. On the return journey “some energetic members of the Fifth
Form who evidently had their last geography lesson in their minds, kept rushing to the
windows to see the effect of the windings of the Trent had on the banks, having apparently
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learned while young, the value of combining work and pleasure.” Unfortunately while the team
reflected on a very enjoyable day and their improved hockey skills, the 0‐5 score meant that
the Shield remained with Nottingham High School .
Another school trip was organized on 20th February 1912 when a school party went to an
illustrated lecture at the Newland Lecture Hall in connection with the British and Foreign
Bible Society. The speaker talked about life and customs in China, Japan, Korea and
Manchuris, and suggested how the children present might help with the work of the Society
One aspect of life at the Girls’s High School which merits further research is what we would
today call the careers programme but was then titled “Lectures on employments for
Women” starting with Miss Craig from the Central Bureau in London on “The Outlook for
Educated Girls”. Speakers in school on topics such as Dressmaking, Domestic Economy,
Nursing, Norland Nursing with “opportunities for foreign travel” and Gardening. On 5th March
1912 Miss Jessie Smith spoke on horticulture and mentioned that there were girls in Canada
who had become prosperous beekeepers. However, it appears that the magazines contain no
references to the Suffragette movement and the political tensions in Europe, which would
shortly change the world and the position of women in England so decisively.
The Great War – 1914‐1918
Occasional Paper 14 describes how the Fourth Northern General Hospital used the Lincoln
School site between 1914 and 1919. Lists of the Old Boys killed in the war are also available,
notably on the war memorial and the LCHS website. The biographical account of the
adventures of William Harrison Crowder by his grandson, Robert Matthew Crowder Holland,
provides a lively description of the young man’s life from Lincoln School to a prisoner of war
camp, and other personal stories are being recorded as researchers like Mick Wall, Graham
McAdam, Peter Harrod and members of the Western Front Association connect information
from different sources
It would be exceeding the current remit to write about school life during the Great War,
except to say that there is plenty of material as a starting point for a future researcher.
One significant aspect of the conflict, perhaps the most significant of all, was that huge
numbers of men and a few women travelled on active service to Europe and beyond, often
not returning. And over time, their relatives made pilgrimages to the immaculately kept
graveyards of Flanders, the Somme and more distant destinations.
After the Armistice the Treaty of Versailles initially appeared to consolidate Britannia’s
position ruling the waves, but a different reality was shown by the immense economic
power of the United States and the destruction of the old monarchies of Germany, Austria‐
Hungary, Russia and the Ottoman Empire. In Great Britain, women over 30 and all men over
21 were enfranchised with gender equality at the ballot box finally achieved in 1928. New
technology such as the telephone, cinema, the motor‐car and even the aeroplane all became
more widely known and used, in turn changing Lincoln and its schools considerably.
Concluding comment
The central focus of this article is ‘travel and trade’ in the context of the Grammar School and
High School in the decades before and after the turn of the century. Most obviously there
was an apparent absence of school trips as we think of them today. The only ventures
outside the school gates appear to have been for sports and a lecture in the Newland Lecture
Room. There is no mention of school excursions, even to local destinations as such as the
cathedral or castle in Lincoln itself. Education was handed down through books and the
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explanations of the teachers or guest speakers. Everything else was viewed as parental
rather than school responsibility, and educational visits were simply not seen as a core
curriculum or extra‐curricular activity.
Yet the schools were not completely isolated from the outside world. Outside speakers with
a tale to tell visited them, and former and current pupils sent accounts of their travels for the
magazines. And typical of Lincoln teachers, then and now, a significant number took their
skills from the classrooms on Lindum Hill and Wragby Road to schools in the then colonies
as part of what we would now call ‘professional development
By 1921‐1922 the world had become a very different place for the pupils and teachers. This
story is told in the second Occasional Paper on the ‘Travel and Trade’ theme

Sources: The Lincolnian and Lincoln Girls High School magazines as stated in the narrative
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