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Introduction (Slide 1) 

These are the notes to accompany PowerPoint Presentation1; Sir John Hurt CBE, from the 

Garton Archive at Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School (LCHS). The slides and commentary are 

based on an assembly given to the Sixth Form at the School on Friday, 3rd February 2017, 

shortly after John’s death was announced. 

I have written elsewhere about John’s career in Picture of the Month No 1, and Item of 

Interest No 10, both of which are downloadable from the LCHS website under School 

History/Archives. This presentation is concerned largely with John’s career at Lincoln 

School, and its nature as a boys’ grammar school with a small boarding house during the 

1950s. His subsequent glittering career is superbly well recorded elsewhere. 

Particular thanks are due to Derek Hindley who was a boarder at Lincoln School during the 

1950s, and who left a priceless legacy of informal photographs, largely of boarding school 

life. 

Sources of evidence include The Lincolnian magazines, Charles Garton’s Card Index, John 

Hurt’s Lincoln School personal file, personal anecdotes, and ‘triangulated’ oral history. 

Slide 2 

John Vincent Hurt was born on 22 January 1940, attended a private school in Sevenoaks, 

Kent, and was admitted to Lincoln School as a boarder in September, 1954 following his 

failure to reach the standard in the Common Entrance exam for public schools. He was 

described by the Warden of the private school as ‘…a pleasant boy to deal with, and a very 

sound boy all round.’ His intended career at the time was recorded by his father as ‘Holy 

Orders’. John’s father, Rev A H Hurt, was an Anglican priest. There is interesting 

correspondence in October 1956 between John’s father and Headmaster Franklin in which a 

request was made for John to return to school ‘a little late’ after half-term following a special 

invitation to attend a ceremony at his former school. Mr Franklin reluctantly agreed, but 

stipulated that John must regard it as a privilege which he expected John to earn. It may be 

inferred that John had already incurred his headmasters’ wrath, and was making the point in 

a subtle manner. 

The February 1955 edition of The Lincolnian magazine records John in the Salvete column 

as Hunt, JV, which shows that typos are by no means a new phenomenon! His first Form 

was listed as ‘5X’. John’s relative failure at his ‘prep’ school, coupled with his apparent 

sexual abuse, must have had a profound effect on his confidence and self-esteem. In a letter 



to the Director of Education, who had approved John’s admission to the School as a 

boarder, Headmaster Franklin warned that John would have ‘…initial difficulty in re-

orientating himself, in view of the ‘…differently balanced curriculum and the change in 

teaching methods.’ 

Further correspondence between Mr Franklin and Rev Hurt in 1957 revealed that John was 

not returning to Lincoln School, following poor GCE ‘O’ level results and a discouraging 

school report, which concluded that John ‘…will not, or cannot, work to the standard required 

for entry upon advanced study.’ Thus, John left Lincoln School in July 1957 to attend the 

Grimsby College of Further Education to study Art. From there he transferred in 1959 to St 

Martin’s School of Art and Design in London, where his acting talents were recognised, and 

which led to his winning a Scholarship to at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, where he 

was awarded the President’s Prize. 

Slide 2 shows John (second from the right as you look at the photo) during his visit to the 

University of Lincoln in January 2013, where he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate for his 

services to the Arts. Also in the picture are other Old Lincolnians; Chris Pickering, Geoff 

Eastgate, who was a fellow boarder, and me. Tim Kelsey also attended the informal reunion, 

but left before the picture was taken. 

Slide 3 

This is a section of a Lincoln School ‘roll’ photograph, taken in 1955. John is in the middle of 

the back row, wearing a light grey suit, and flanked by two other Johns; Godfrey and Hill. We 

all had nicknames at Lincoln School, and the plethora of Johns led to John Hurt being known 

as ‘Vince’, after Vincent, which was his second name. ‘Vince’ was something of a rebel and, 

characteristically, is the only one not wearing the regulation uniform school tie! Also in the 

photo are Anthony Colvin, who later became Captain of the School, and David ‘Dusty’ Miller 

who, like me, was in John’s Form for a year, when John repeated his ‘Remove’ year. 

Two anecdotes, which I have told before, spring to mind. John and I were walking back to 

the school buildings across the playing field after a House cricket match, when I told him that 

I was going to get some fish and chips on the way home. “Fish and chips!” he repeated 

dismissively in his ‘posh, velvety voice, “I would much rather have a good plate of salad.” At 

the age of 15 I couldn’t believe that anyone would prefer salad to fish and chips; especially 

1950s salad!  

On another occasion John hadn’t done his Latin homework, and asked if he could copy 

mine. Lest this should appear to be boastful on my part, you should know, as he did, that I 

had copied Tony Leverington’s, who was one of the best in the Form at Latin! 

Slide 4 

This aerial photo of Lincoln School was taken in 1956 in the middle of John’s three year 

career at Lincoln School. It shows the extent of the playing fields, the position of the 

Headmaster’s garden, the ‘Prep’ building, and the ‘Fives’ court. Its purpose was to show the 

present LCHS students how the School had grown and developed over the past 60 years.  

It is worth mentioning here that Mr Albert Kent, groundsman at Lincoln School for 33 years, 

announced his retirement in 1955. His meticulous attention to detail kept the grounds, the 



cricket square and the ‘nets’ in good order, and he always had time to stop and chat to the 

boys. 

Slide 5 

This picture always evokes considerable interest. It was also taken (by Derek Hindley) in the 

mid-1950s, and shows the start of the 3-mile junior cross-country race. I would guess that 

the gentleman in charge of starting the race was Mr ‘Sarge’ Perry, but I cannot identify the 

man who is running for his life before the race began! The course followed Wragby Road 

down to the Bowling Green public house, and then meandered over the ‘Ironstones’ to 

Greetwell, and back to the School down Greetwell Road and Queensway. A circuit of the 

running track on the ‘first’ field awaited those competitors who completed the race. 

Outstanding performers in our time were Jim Edwards, Mike Hall, Howard Phillips, Graham 

Millson and Les Wilkinson. Imagine the traffic being halted in this day and age for the start of 

a race! 

Slide 6 

This slide, taken from a Lincoln School prospectus from the 1930s, was included to show the 

students the position of the boarding house as it was in John Hurt’s time, and indeed until it 

closed down in the late 1960s. The present day scene would show more tarmac, and several 

cars in place of the lone bicycle, but otherwise the scene is very much as it was. 

Slide 7 

This is a list of members of the boarding house in the Michaelmas (Autumn) Term, 1956. 

John Hurt’s name appears fourth down in the left-hand column, and shows that he was in 

Form ‘RC’ at that time. The nomenclature stood for ‘Remove Classics’, as opposed to 

‘Remove Modern’, which was the Form for those intending to study Maths and the Sciences 

at ‘A’ level. It was the equivalent of the Fifth Form, or what is referred to today as Year 11. 

There are two other significant names on the list. Mr J C Granger, the Housemaster, was 

instrumental in encouraging John’s acting career, and Derek Hindley was responsible for 

taking the priceless photos of boarding school life. 

Slide 8 

This is the annual photo of the Lincoln School boarding house in Summer, 1956. John 

should be in the picture, but cannot be reliably identified, so perhaps he was ill, or having a 

fag behind the bike sheds! The Headmaster, Mr George F Franklin, with whom John had a 

rocky relationship, is flanked from left to right as you look at the photo by Mrs D M Ward (Art 

Mistress), Mrs Pickersgill (Matron), Mr Norman Lake (Housemaster, known as ’Puddle’ – 

little lake!), Mrs Edith Franklin, and Mr Ivan Sexton (Housemaster and Science master), who 

went on to teach at Lincoln School and LCHS for many years. 

Slide 9 

I used this slide to indicate to the LCHS students what a classroom would have looked like in 

the 1950s.In fact this photo was taken by the Lincolnshire Echo in 1962, at the time when 

Headmaster Mr J C Faull took over the reins from Mr Patrick W Martin. It is one of those 

classrooms on the corridor above the cloisters either side of the former library, which is now 

a classroom used by the English department. When I first enrolled at Lincoln School I 



remember the joy of having my own desk with a compartment to store my books and 

personal belongings, which were later inspected regularly for ‘Tit-bit’ magazines and other 

soft porn! 

Slide 10 

This is one of my favourite photos of John Hurt, captured by the lens of Derek Hindley. Not 

only does it reveal the rebel in him, as smoking was forbidden of course, but also the bare-

faced cheek in blatantly lighting up on the ‘first’ field in full view of the Head and other 

masters from the School and boarding house windows! Six of the best would have resulted 

for him and his ‘accomplice’, ‘Andy’ Andrews, had they been spotted! Mr Norman Lake told 

me years later that John Hurt was on the verge of being expelled on at least two occasions 

for smoking and other misdemeanours. He also had an eye for the girls, and described in his 

autobiography the entry of the Christ’s Hospital Girls High School boarder as ‘…coming in 

like jewels in the night’! Several former High School pupils have boasted about being 

‘snogged’ by John Hurt in the Arboretum, which was apparently the meeting place for 

boarders from the two schools on a summer evening! Shame on them! 

Slide 11 

This photograph from the Derek Hindley collection shows the practice of ‘Blanketing’, in 

which a boarder was placed on a blanket, held by several other boys as a kind of trampoline, 

and hoisted towards the ceiling on birthdays, or as a rite of passage or punishment. Clearly 

health and safety hadn’t been invented because the picture shows the ceiling of the main 

dormitory, which must be some twenty feet from the ground (see Slide 12)! 

Slide 12 

A typical boarding house pillow fight is taking place here, no doubt with someone posted to 

keep ‘Cave’, and sound a warning of an approaching housemaster or prefect. It is possible 

that John Hurt is centre right in this photo, but his friends cannot be entirely sure. 

Slide 13 

This is another photo taken from the School prospectus, and shows the main dormitory. The 

‘blanketing’ in the previous slide took place in the far right corner of the room, and the 

curvature of the ceiling may clearly be seen. During the Great War, the dormitory was 

converted into one of many wards (see Occasional Paper 14 from the Garton Archive). At 

present, the room is used as the LCHS library. 

Slide 14 

This is Geoff Eastgate, captain of Cricket at Lincoln School in the late 1950s, roller-skating in 

the main playground to the west of the cloisters. The adjoining ‘cinder path’ was my regular 

route to school during the 1950s. I took this opportunity to talk to the Sixth-formers about 

pastimes. There were no electronic gadgets of course, and popular pastimes included 

cricket, football, tennis, table-tennis, chess, shove-ha’penny and a table football game called 

Subbuteo, which involved the skill of flicking figurines around a table with a green cloth 

marked out as a football field. The goals had realistic nets, and the goalkeeper figurines 

were operated by means of a metal bar! Local leagues and ‘cup’ competitions were very 



popular! I imagine that we also read more books for pleasure in those days, and ‘’prep’ 

(homework) took up a considerable amount of time for both boarders and day boys. 

Slide 15 

‘Fives’ was another popular game at some grammar and most public schools. The Fives 

court at Lincoln School was constructed when the School was built in 1907, and it was a 

game that was very popular in my father’s time at the School in the 1920s. It was the 

forerunner of Squash, and was played with a smaller version of a baseball (see Picture of 

the Month No 7 from the Garton archive).).  

John was not a sportsman, so you can imagine my surprise when another former boarder 

and School Captain in the early 1960s, Jim Townend, sent me a clipping from the Times 

obituary which ‘informed’ its readers that John excelled at sport, and was captain of cricket, 

football and rugby. Well, there wasn’t a rugby team at Lincoln School until several years after 

John left, and he never represented the School at football or cricket, let alone captained the 

teams!  

During sports matches he was more likely to be found smoking behind the pavilion in an 

unsavoury corrugated iron structure euphemistically known as a toilet! John’s considerable 

talents lay in other directions, although his record does show that he was awarded the Life 

Saving Bronze Medallion in 1956. That must have been achieved elsewhere, as there was 

no swimming pool at Lincoln School during his time there. Clearly The Times is not immune 

from the current trend towards ‘alternative truth’! 

Slide 16 

This delightfully nostalgic photograph was also taken by Derek Hindley at the bottom of 

Lindum Hill when the traffic was controlled by a policemen standing in a barrel. I am told that 

the regular incumbent was known as Bobby Button, presumably because that was his name! 

In those days, traffic could enter Silver Street from Lindum Hill, Monks Road and Broadgate, 

and could also pass through the Stonebow, controlled by traffic lights. I used the slide to give 

the students an example of how Lincoln has changed in 60 years or so. 

Slide 17 

This is the only photograph we have, courtesy of Derek Hindley, of a defining moment in 

John Hurt’s career. Mr John Granger, a French master who had recently joined the staff, 

was responsible for several extra-curricular performances, including Oscar Wilde’s The 

Importance of being Earnest. In a boys’ school, the female parts had to be played by boys of 

course, and John took on the role of Lady Bracknell. I had the privilege of being in the 

audience, and witnessed a performance which was nothing short of stunning. 

 John was a bit of a loner at school. Despite his rebellious character, he was described by 

fellow pupils as insecure, vulnerable, unhappy, a misfit and a square peg in a round hole. He 

was also teased (perhaps even verbally bullied) when he first arrived because of his rather 

posh southern accent, acquired at the private school in Sevenoaks. This performance, 

however, not only made everyone aware of his special talent, but it also gained him the 

kudos that he richly deserved.  



The cast list (below) from the performance was signed by John when he returned to Lincoln 

in January 2013 to receive the degree of Doctor of Arts, Honoris Causa. 

 

 

 

 

Slide 18 

This iconic photograph shows John Hurt reunited with his former mentor, John Granger, 

when he returned to Lincoln in 1962 for his role in the film The Wild and the Willing. It was a 

low budget film, but kick-started the careers of several actors who were still at RADA with 

John, including Samantha Eggar, Ian McShane and Johnny Briggs, who had a starring role 

in Coronation Street for many years. When John returned to Lincoln to receive his Honorary 

degree, he reserved a special mention for the “inspirational French teacher John Granger” 

during his address to the audience at Graduation, and described how he had nurtured his 

talent, and encouraged his aspiration to become an actor. 

As a result of my work in the Garton Archive at LCHS, I was able to organise a reunion of 

the two Johns, and they later put on An Evening with John Hurt at the Maddermarket 

Theatre in Norwich, with which John Granger had been associated for many years as an 

amateur actor and director. He had left Lincoln School shortly after that photo was taken to 

take up the post of Head of Modern Languages at Norwich Grammar School. By an odd 



coincidence, John Hurt had moved to a house near Cromer, some fifteen miles from 

Norwich. I was able to attend that performance with another Lincoln School friend, David 

‘Dusty’ Miller and our wives, and we spent a most pleasant half hour with the two Johns 

backstage after the show discussing old times. It was no secret that John Hurt hated his time 

at Lincoln School, but his attitude seemed to mellow over the years, and he certainly was 

most grateful to John Granger for the support and encouragement he gave him at Lincoln 

School. 

Slide 19 

This is NOT a picture of John getting out of bed at ‘rising bell’, but is a ‘still’ from The Wild 

and the Willing, taken from the Internet! It is well worth watching the film on the Internet, as it 

revives memories of what Lincoln was like in the 1960s. It is also shown from time to time at 

the University of Lincoln and The Venue at Bishop Grosseteste University. It may well be 

shown on television, too, as there is sure to be a season of John Hurt’s films as a tribute to 

his achievements. 

Slide 20 

Fast forward to recent times, and John’s role as Mr Ollivander in the Harry Potter films. I 

ended with this slide because I thought that the students would be able to identify with him in 

that particular role. I conclude the assembly with the following message for the Sixth Form: 

If, like John Hurt, you don’t do too well at school, you can still follow your dreams and 

ambitions and make a success of your lives. (As the Headteacher and several staff 

were present, I did however encourage them to do as well as they could at school!) 

I also reminded them of how fortunate they were to have the range and quality of facilities 

and opportunities that were not available to John Hurt at Lincoln School. His talents lay in 

the fields of Art and Drama, and apart from extra-curricular activities and a few Art lessons  

as light relief from the ‘more serious’ subjects, those talents were not nourished at Lincoln 

School, and could not be taken at either ‘O’ or ‘A’ level. Despite that, and a lack of 

encouragement to go on to drama school, he became one of the greatest and most 

celebrated English actors. And, in the proud words of the football supporters’ chant, he is 

one of our own. 

 

Peter Harrod 
Archivist at LCHS for the pre-1974 archives 
February 2017 
 

 

 


