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The School Crest 

 

 

Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School Crest 1974 - 

 

Mr Mark Byford, former Deputy Director General of the British Broadcasting 

Corporation, and Head of BBC Journalism from 2004–2011, has contacted me to 

find out if I knew anything about the School crest. Mark was a pupil at Lincoln School 

from 1969 to 1974, and at the newly formed Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School during 

its first year of operation as a co-educational comprehensive school. I am hoping that 

he will have stories to tell in a future article! 

The only information I could offer him initially was anecdotal. I had been told in the 

dim and distant past that the School crest illustrated the relationship between the 

School, Cathedral and the City. Its relationship with the City goes back to the 

formation of a school in Lincoln in 1090, when William the Conqueror sent his 

Bishop, Remigius, to build a cathedral in Lincoln, and Remigius appointed Albinus of 

Anjou to open a school. 

I was also informed that the crest was in fact nonsense in heraldic terms, as it 

implies that the City of Lincoln is married to the Virgin Mary! Perhaps someone can 

tell me if this is true. If it is, it implies that the crest was designed without due 

attention to heraldic protocols! 

My curiosity was aroused by Mark’s request, and my researches have discovered 

that the school crest dates from 1902, and may have been created on the 

appointment of a new Headmaster, Mr Frank Harding Chambers. The April 1902 

edition of The Lincolnian makes reference to the ‘new school flag’, which was seen 

flying for the first time from the ‘mast’ near the new pavilion. It was reported as fitting 

that its ‘first outlook on the world should have been when the School eleven were in 

victorious mood.’ The flag was described as ‘white with the new School arms in the 
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centre in the form of a shield. The new pavilion had formerly been the clubhouse of 

the South Park Golf Club, which had closed down. 

The first published crest in the 1902 school magazine bore the title ‘Scol. Grammat. 

Lincolniensis’, which was replaced in around 1912 by ‘Scola Lincolniensis’, and this 

remained the motto until the School closed as a boys’ grammar school in 1974. The 

reason for the change would probably have been because the new Headmaster, Dr 

Moxon, who replaced Mr Chambers, changed the name from Lincoln Grammar 

School to Lincoln School, when he was elected to the Headmasters’ Conference, 

and the School had pretensions to being a minor public school! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Lincoln Grammar School Crest 1902-1912         Lincoln School Crest 1912-1974 

 

It may be of some interest to alumni of both schools to know the history of the crest 

which is so familiar and nostalgic to so many. 

 

 


