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Several articles from the Garton Archive have already been written on legendary 

masters of Lincoln School. Others have been ‘published’ on the Headmistresses of 

Lincoln Christ’s Hospital Girls’ High School (LHS), but not yet on some of those 

members of staff who might reasonably be described as ‘legends’ because of their 

loyalty to the school and their reputation as outstanding teachers. 

This is an attempt to redress the balance, although I do confess to being less 

confident about this task, as I do not have the same attachment to that School as I 

do to Lincoln School, and I have to confess that I married a girl from the other high 

school in Lincoln, South Park!   Once again, I have turned to the pages of the 

excellent LHS magazines for much of my information, and the article will largely 

consist of selective distillation of reports, speech day addresses, tributes and 

obituaries from those wonderful primary sources.  

The photograph above was taken in 1913, the year before the Great War began. 

Miss Lucie Savill, the Headmistress, has already been featured in other articles from 

the Garton Archive, but more particularly in Occasional Papers16 and 40. The three 

teachers I have chosen to feature for this article, Miss Kathleen Huddleston, Miss 

Elizabeth Scoular and Miss Maud Reed certainly qualify for legendary status, not 

only for their long and loyal service to the School, but also because it is abundantly 

clear from the records that they were so highly respected by pupils and colleagues 

alike. 

 

Miss Kathleen C Huddleston taught at LHS for thirty-six years from 1897 to 1933. 

During that time she served under three Headmistresses; Miss Agnes Body, Miss 

Constance Ashburner and Miss Lucie Savill. In the December 1933 edition of the 

LHS magazine, Miss Savill paid tribute to Miss Huddleston, telling her audience at 

Speech Day that she would take with her all the good wishes of Governors, Staff, 

Old Girls and pupils as she embarked upon a voyage round the world, where she 

would be the guest of former pupils of LHS in many of the places she intended to 

visit. She had given a most generous gift to the School Loan Fund, which was 

available ‘…to help a few girls who were starting out in life’. She had also given a 

beautiful new Union Jack for the flagpole. Miss Savill concluded by stating that she 

had no need to remind parents of the valued work Miss Huddleston had done in 

training many generations of children. 

The LHS Old Girls’ Association, also paid its warm tribute during a Presentation at its 

Summer meeting in 1933, recorded in the LHS magazine by A Cannon. More old 

girls than ever before, and from all parts of England, had gathered together in the 

gymnasium to show their ‘very great esteem, affection and gratitude’ for all that Miss 

Huddleston had done for them both during and since their school days. This would 

have been not least in the field of games, as Miss Huddleston was a loyal and long-

serving member of many the sports’ committees. 



The Honorary Secretary, Marie Fox, had given a delightful speech which apparently 

belied her opening remarks as to her inability as a public speaker, and then 

presented Miss Huddleston with a cheque for 50 guineas and a book containing the 

signatures of the donors in chronological order. The book was bound in Lincoln 

green leather, tooled in gold and stamped in gold with the School stamp. 

In reply, Miss Huddleston said what a great pleasure the gift had given her, and that 

she would always look forward to future meetings of the Association. She found that 

Old Girls generally expected the staff to remember all their faults, whereas in reality 

they invariably remembered their good points and forgot the bad ones! 

Everyone cheered Miss Huddleston after singing, ’For she’s a jolly good fellow’, and 

the Presentation ended with community singing organised by K Seely, and a 

performance of ‘The Helping Hand’ to an extremely appreciative audience. 

 

 

Miss Huddleston with her Class in 1913 

 

Elsewhere in the same magazine under Personalia, an acknowledgement was made 

of the great debt owed to Miss Huddleston for her long years of devoted service to 

the School. She was retiring in good health and with her accustomed vigour, and she 

took with her the good wishes of all generations of LHS girls and staff as she 

embarked upon her travels across the world. 



A year later, Miss Huddleston wrote a long letter to the LHS magazine, describing 

her travels in some detail. She had visited Egypt, where her relations were annoyed 

with her because she refused to ride on a camel simply because it had given her a 

‘sniffy look’, and she decided that discretion was the better part of valour! Her next 

stop was Bombay, where she was entertained by former pupils of LHS, and was able 

to see something of Indian village life and the Leper settlement, whose patients’ 

cheerfulness and patience was indicative of their appreciation for all that had been 

done for them. 

Long train journeys in India enabled Miss Huddleston, as a latter-day Michael 

Portillo, to visit many places including Delhi, Agra and Colombo. She was impressed 

by the Hindus bathing in the Ganges, and by the ‘gruesome’ burning of the ghats 

(see Note below). The highlight, however, was seeing the Taj Mahal both by 

moonlight and daylight. Her spirit of adventure was also evident in her enterprise in 

hiring a car and a guide to visit a famous Buddhist temple. A week in Kandy was 

notable for a ‘conversation’ she had with two elephants, whom she fed with a few 

dozen bananas! 

Visits to Penang and Hong Kong followed, where Miss Huddleston was reunited with 

more LHS Old Girls. In Hong Kong she met up with a former friend Miss Gray, who 

had just taken delivery of a smart new Morris Minor, which had arrived from England 

to coincide with her arrival on the island. During her stay, she enjoyed ‘weird and 

wonderful food with only the aid of chopsticks’! 

Reluctant to leave Hong Kong, Miss Huddleston then journeyed across the Pacific to 

Brisbane, where reunions with more of her former pupils were arranged. After visiting 

Sydney, she then had a ‘tremendously gay time’ on a large sheep farm in the Bush, 

where more than a thousand chimneys had to be rebuilt following an earlier 

earthquake. During her time there she felt the effects of several after-shocks. As she 

signed off the letter, Miss Huddleston was about to leave for the South Island, and a 

visit to Mount Cook. 

Reading her letter gave me a genuine insight into the nature and character of one of 

the most loyal and respected members of the staff of LHS. She was clearly a woman 

of action and initiative, unafraid to travel the world on her own, and the fact that she 

was given such generous hospitality by so many of her former pupils bore testimony 

to the affection in which she was held. As my mother often said to me, “You reap 

what you sew, my boy.” 

Later that year, Miss Huddleston returned to LHS to deliver her ‘eagerly-awaited’ 

account of her trip round the world, summarised by K Blacklock in the LHS 

magazine. She illustrated her ‘deeply enthralling’ talk, which focused on China, 

Japan and New Zealand, with picture postcards shown on the epidiascope. This 

device was a forerunner of the Interactive White Board, and was an invaluable 



resource during my own teacher training and early career in the early 1960s, adding 

as it did some pictorial relief from the ubiquitous chalk and talk!  

In her address, Miss Huddleston recalled the mingling in the streets of modern motor 

cars with rickshaws and sedan-chairs in Hong Kong, and the fascinating sights in 

China of the weddings and funeral processions with the richly decorated palanquins. 

Elephants were not the only source of anxiety for the redoubtable Miss Huddleston, 

as she related the fact that no-one felt very secure in Shanghai, because the 

policemen were armed to the teeth against bandits! 

Perhaps the most heart-warming tribute to Miss Huddleston was written in A Book of 

Memories; Lincoln Christ’s Hospital Girls’ High School 1893-1975. In it, E Kathleen 

Colling, née Fisher, who was a pupil at LHS from 1919-25, described Miss 

Huddleston, nicknamed ‘Puddles’, as having a bark worse than her bite, and whom 

they all loved. The ‘bark’ was also echoed by another former pupil, AJT 1920-30, 

who recalled a Friday afternoon prank that misfired. Sneezing powder was aimed at 

another less authoritative teacher, but it was Miss Huddleston who ‘…swept into the 

room with all the majesty that only she and Queen Mary were capable of, and in a 

towering rage which no-one else was capable of.’ Retribution was swift! Prefects 

were stripped of their badges, the whole form was sent to Coventry for a week, and 

those youthful misdemeanours resulted in an unrelieved diet of Gibbon’s Decline and 

Fall of the Roman Empire – a sobering experience! 

The photograph below appeared in the Autumn 1960 edition of the LHS magazine, 

after Miss Huddleston’s death. 

 

 



It was recorded in the LHS Staff Register that Miss Elizabeth McIndoe Eilly 

Scoular was born on 16th November 1881, and was appointed on probation to the 

staff of LHS on 8th May 1906. She was educated at the Bell-Baxter Secondary 

School for Boys and Girls in Cupar, Fife, where she was awarded the Scottish 

Education Department Leaving Certificate in 1898. She then gained a place at St 

Andrews’s University, where she gained her MA with 3rd Class Honours in 

Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in 1904 and, curiously, a BSc one year later. 

Miss Scoular taught for a short time in temporary posts as Science mistress at King 

Edward’s High School for Girls in Birmingham, and at the Monmouth High School for 

Girls, before being appointed to LHS to teach Theoretical and Practical Science and 

Mathematics. Her appointment on an initial salary of £115 per annum was made 

permanent in January 1907. 

The Easter 1906 edition of the LHS magazine heralded Miss Scoular’s imminent 

arrival with the following notice: 

Miss E M E Scoular, MA BSc, will join the staff in May as Science and 

Mathematical Mistress. Miss Scoular had a brilliant College career, obtaining 

Honours in Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. After obtaining her Science 

Degree Miss Scoular spent some months in special chemical research. 

Miss Scoular soon began to make her mark by joining the Tennis Club Committee, 

although this appears to have been short-lived for some reason. She also 

contributed to the Old Girls’ Association recently-formed Dramatic Group’s 

production of Town and Todgers, a sketch in two scenes adapted from Dickens’ 

Martin Chuzzlewit. Appearing in Scene Two, Miss Scoular took on the role of Charity 

Pecksniff. She participated regularly in the Associations productions, and apparently 

stole the show in the 1927 production of ‘The Rising Generation’, appearing in a 

High School hat and blazer to the delight of an appreciative audience. Perhaps the 

highlight of her contribution towards to life of the Association, however, was her 

production of The Mikado, and The Sorcerer, described by Miss Savill as 

‘unforgettable’. Miss Scoular was also a loyal and committed member of the LHS 

Debating Society, serving the Committee for many years, and being elected Vice-

President in 1927. One debate in that year caught my attention. The motion, which 

was defeated by four votes was, ‘Tis better to die in the springtime of life than live on 

and wither in autumn’, a strange debating motion indeed for a High School for young 

girls! 

It is clear from the records that Miss Scoular quite enjoyed the limelight. Earlier, in 

1920, she and Miss Platt had sung a selection of rather mournful Serbian national 

songs as part of a series of events celebrating the people and culture of the Balkan 

states. She had also made her contribution to the Great War effort, raising several 

hundred pounds of War Savings coupons with Miss Huddleston. Much later in her 

career Miss Scoular elected to use her dramatic and debating skills to great effect in 



the political arena, as in 1936 she was appointed President of the Association of 

Assistant Mistresses, which was founded in 1884 to promote the interests of women 

teachers in secondary schools in the United Kingdom. 

In her tribute to the work of Miss Scoular, Miss Savill wrote in the Summer 1945 

edition of the LHS magazine that the School was honoured when she was elected to 

the Presidency of the AAM.  

 

Miss Scoular with her Class in 1913 

The LHS Staff Register recorded that Miss Maud Agnes Reed was born on 22nd 

September 1884. She was educated at Reigate High School and St Elphin’s School, 

Darley Dale, before gaining a place at Newnham College, Cambridge to read 

Classics, and being awarded Class II Division 3 in the Classical Tripos in 1908. On 

graduation she was appointed Classical Mistress at Withington Girls’ School before 

moving to LHS in 1911 to teach Classics and Ancient History on total annual 

emoluments of £120. Her love of her subject clearly left its mark on at least one of 

her pupils, Sylvia Smither, née Newbold who, writing in the Book of Memories 

believed that Miss Reed had a crush on Julius Caesar!  

Miss Reed’s versatility was celebrated in the Midsummer 1926 edition of the LHS 

magazine. She had written a short play in Latin, called The Return of Odysseus, 

which was performed in the School Hall, as part of an ambitious concert. The report 

mentioned the ‘joyous colours’ of the simple Greek dresses which Miss Reed and 

Miss Gray had chosen for the play, and Miss Huddlestone was also praised for the 

play’s backcloth. The ‘riotous wooers’ of Penelope received glowing reports 

although, sadly, they were slain in Scene Three! Odysseus ‘himself’, played by 

Barbara Whittaker, apparently proved ‘himself’ beyond doubt to Penelope by 



describing, in clear Latin and very good mime, the building of his great marriage bed 

from the living tree, before the wars of Troy and his long wanderings. I have the 

feeling that such scenes might have been banned at Lincoln School as late as the 

the 1950s! 

In praising the entire concert in her Speech Day address, Headmistress Lucie Savill 

singled out Miss Reed’s play, informing her audience that the play had been 

performed with ‘great zest’, She appealed for more acting in the School because of 

its ‘high educational value’; an enlightened view for the period, typical of her insight 

and judgement. Ever conscious of her role as guardian of the School’s standards, 

she also expressed the hope that everyone could do their work a bit more quickly, 

leaving more time for other activities. 

The two photographs shown in the Appendix, selected from several in the magazine, 

are illustrative of scenes from the production, showing off both the backcloth and the 

costumes. 

Also during the 1920s, Miss Reed had written three Latin readers. published by 

Macmillan. They were named ‘Julia’, ‘Camilla’ and ‘Juliana’, and were designed to 

capture the interest of young girls in studying Latin.   

Miss Reed was also the producer of the play, The Antigone of Sophocles, which was 

given public performances in May 1935 in the garden of 14 Minster Yard. This 

production may well be featured in a later article from the Garton Archive. 

Miss Reed’s many contributions to the life and work of the School included the part 

that she played in the Debating Society. In one debate, pupil Daphne Collis, who 

later taught me at St Giles Junior School in the 1950s, proposed the motion, ‘That 

the coal fire should be abolished’, and Miss Reed opposed it. The eco-friendly 

motion was defeated, possibly because the debate was held in October, with the 

long, cold winter looming ahead! 

The affection and respect in which Miss Reed was held was shown in January 1937, 

when she delivered a speech ‘To the Immortal Memory of Robert Burns’ at the 

Annual Dinner of the Scottish branch of the LHS Old Girls’ Association. The speech 

needs to be read in its entirety, of course, but she most certainly demonstrated how 

erudite she was, and how much she loved poetry, which she claimed had the power 

to uplift, to heal and to sweeten. She compared Burns to Virgil, the ‘master poet of 

Europe’, and concluded by focusing on the universal appeal of Burns, which had 

made his verse independent of the changing moods of time; alive and free, intimate 

and personal. Miss Reed seemed to revel in the role of lecturer, as later in 1937 she 

showed her knowledge of architecture and archaeology in a talk on the ‘Minoan and 

Aegean Civilisations’. This was followed in 1940 by an illustrated lecture on ‘Greece’ 

at the School, and in 1946, a state-of-the-art ‘lantern lecture’ on ‘Greek Art’. 



Miss Maud Reed left LHS in July 1945 after serving the School for almost 35 years. 

Paying tribute to her in her Speech day address, Headmistress Miss Isobel Cleave 

pointed out how fitting it was that in Miss Reed’s final year there were 18 credits in 

Latin, 12 passes and no failures. Sounds a bit like Mastermind! 

 

 

Miss Maud Reed with her Class in 1913 

At the Annual general Meeting of the LHS Old Girls’ Association, more than one 

hundred members, non-members and their guests attended the Presentation to Miss 

Scoular and Miss Reed on Saturday evening, 7th July 1945. The Summer 1945 

edition of the LHS magazine recorded that the arrival of the two ladies was met with 

acclamation. The Assistant Secretary, Elizabeth Hill, presented Miss Scoular with a 

bouquet of sweet peas, and Miss Reed with scarlet and white carnations. Miss 

Cleave presided, and in opening the proceedings spoke of her earliest memory of 

the two teachers, who had extended to her on her early days in Lincoln that 

friendliness which she found to be so characteristic of the High School, and which 

later blossomed into friendship. 

Representing the older members of the Association, Dorothy Kemp spoke amusingly 

of the difficulty the Committee had in choosing an ‘old, old girl’ to be the first speaker, 

but she felt it appropriate that she should have the honour as she was too old to 

have been taught by Miss Reed, sad though it was because her education at LHS 



was incomplete without that privilege. She also spoke of Miss Reed’s kindness as 

shown by her help and encouragement to young members of staff. 

Of Miss Scoular, Dorothy Kemp told the audience that it had been rumoured that she 

had driven up to LHS in her perambulator! In Dorothy’s day she taught chemistry, 

and under her there was no nonsense; only work, enjoyment and good comradeship. 

She also recalled the rambles organised by Miss Scoular, and quoted a friend who 

had told her that she set her feet on the path that she had pursued ever since, 

informing her that she didn’t have to be ancient and bespectacled to be a school 

‘ma’am’! Dorothy concluded by paying Miss Reed and Miss Scoular the compliment 

that neither were ‘typical teachers’, and wished them a long and happy retirement. 

The next speaker, Marie Fox, represented the following generation of Old Girls, and 

spoke of the Lower IV’s efforts to write a play in Latin, assisted by Miss Reed, and 

performed under her direction in the School garden. However, it was in a production 

of The Mikado in which Miss Scoular, as Ko-Ko, was the hit of the evening. Marie 

recalled how she brought the house down with her dainty songs, fluttering fans, and 

tiny pattering footsteps. 

Mrs Lucas (née Dorothy Muir) claimed to be in a privileged position as she had 

known both Miss Reed and Miss Scoular as pupil and colleague. She spoke of her 

days as a member of the Lower IV(i), and now occupied the teacher’s chair in that 

form room! Mrs Lucas went on to inform the gathered assembly that the real 

inspiration behind the work and lives of the two ladies was in fact a very handsome, 

intelligent, strong-willed, well-dressed and well-groomed member of their household, 

and who ruled the roost with a paw of iron! His name was Velvet, and he was an 

elegant smoke-grey cat of exceptionally aristocratic bearing! 

It was left to Julia Langton to speak for the last generation of Old Girls influenced by 

Miss Reed’s Latin teaching and Miss Scoular’s Mathematics. Julia paid them a warm 

tribute, concluding that the pupils under their tutelage had benefited not only from 

their teaching, but also from their good manners, courtesy and other role-modelling 

attributes. The Secretary, Elfrida M Yahn, who served the Old Girls’ Association for 

so many years, then presented both ladies with a cheque for 60 guineas each, and a 

leather-bound book containing the four hundred names associated with the gift,  

lettered by Kathleen Ives. 

Clearly deeply moved and somewhat overwhelmed, Miss Scoular rose and said, 

modestly, that they were only doing their job. She also recalled the botany walks in 

the fields where the St Giles estate has since been built, and mentioned several 

anecdotes about fun in the science lab, most of the incidents involving Bunsen 

burners! Giving up teaching science and concentrating on mathematics later in her 

career was a safe way out of trouble! In conclusion, she told her audience, “Teaching 

does keep you young, you know!” I wonder if that message resonates with today’s 

teachers at LCHS? I hope so! 



It was then Miss Reed’s turn to respond, and she told an amusing story in which she 

admitted to another teacher, Miss Dencer, that she could not see anything 

marvellous about wireless. She rather thought that setting seeds and watching them 

grow was marvellous. Miss Dencer replied that it was just a matter of a little 

chemistry. Miss Reed responded somewhat rudely that it would take more than a 

little chemistry to make two wireless sets produce another wireless set! She also 

recalled her early days at LHS when Headmistress Miss Savill had gone down with 

‘quinsies’ and the entire school went about in gloom. Every school she had attended 

before had been rather pleased when the headmistress took to her bed! 

The final words must be left to Headmistress Miss Lucie Savill, who wished Miss 

Reed and Miss Scoular many good years of retirement  in their lives together, with 

leisure to pursue their respective pastimes of golf and Bridge; gardening and 

embroidery. 

 

These snapshots hardly do justice to the many and diverse contributions made by 

these highly professional and committed ladies. I turn once again to that wonderful 

kaleidoscope, the Book of Memories, for a statement which seems to summarise in a 

nutshell the respect in which these, and countless other teachers in the girls’ high 

schools, were held: 

We respected our teachers and even stood in awe of some of them. Miss 

Savill, tiny, but what presence! Miss Reed, Miss Huddleston (‘Puddles’) and 

several more. They were strict, but just, and we loved them for it. 

      Helen Stiles, nee Hindley, 1921-28 

 

 

Note: 

The term ‘Ghats’ is a term used in northern India for a series of steps leading down 

to water, and more especially to a holy river. It is every Hindu’s wish to be cleansed 

with the holy waters, to be cremated at the burning ghats, and to have their ashes 

cast into the sacred waters of the Ganges. 
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Appendix One: Scenes from The Return of Odysseus 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


