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It was with something of a guilty conscience that I received an email from Peter 

Pickering, a pupil and formidable chess player at Lincoln School from 1943 to 1954, 

suggesting that I might write an article on the game of Chess at Lincoln School (LS), 

pointedly mentioning that several articles had been written on the more ‘athletic’ 

sports such as football and cricket. 

I have neglected the subject partly because my interests lay in other pursuits, and 

partly because Chess did not receive the same kudos as the outdoor sports, and 

neither did it receive the same footage in The Lincolnian magazine. There are many 

photographs of football and cricket teams in the Garton Archive, providing evidence 

of their apparent higher status, but I have not been able to find any formal 

photographs of Chess teams, or indeed of tennis, hockey or athletics teams. The 

reasons for this are presumably lost in the mists of time. Those that do exist have 

been taken by amateur photographers from the school pupil population. 

As far as Chess is concerned, this omission is somewhat surprising, as it is an 

intellectual game needing high levels of skill, problem-solving and powers of 

concentration more typical of the ethos of a traditional grammar school, whose main 

aim was to prepare the minds of its protégés for public examinations and university 

entrance. 

At LS during the 1950s, games of Chess would be fought at break times and lunch 

times in the cloisters, library and form rooms, more especially on those rainy days 

which precluded playing outdoors. Chess competed with other pastimes such as 

shove-ha’penny, cards and table-tennis. Chess sets varied from those with high 

quality wooden pieces to the cheap plastic variety. There was also a fashion for 

miniature sets, which were somewhat cumbersome to operate, and which rivalled 

Subbuteo figurines and jigsaws in the number of pieces lost behind radiators, or 

other parts of classrooms which seemed to gobble them up! I recall that some sets 

consisted of strips of leather representing the pieces, housed in a leather wallet. Two 

of my more abiding memories of playing the game were waiting for what seemed like 

an eternity for my opponent to make up his mind on a move, and by being beaten 

regularly and comprehensively by my friend David Colvin! I was a mere ‘pawn’ in his 

hand! For me, Chess was something to do when it was raining, or when no-one had 

brought a ball! 



Most boys, like me, would attempt to learn the rudiments of the game at some stage 

during their adolescent years. However, a sizable minority, and often those with little 

interest in the more outdoor pursuits, would take the game more seriously, and 

would compete for the honour of representing the School at the game. My 

recollection is that Chess was regarded as a winter sport, and the back seats of the 

bus which transported the football team to other grammar schools in Lincolnshire 

would be populated by the Chess team, who would spend the time either playing the 

game, discussing moves, or planning their subtle opening gambits. Jeremy Wright, a 

member of the team in the early 1950s, has told me that he thought it was amusing 

that the back seat was unofficially taken up by the Chess team, as it was regarded 

as a superior place to sit, and normally reserved for the ‘more robust boys’! He also 

recalled the inner excitement of playing a key game, and being the last to finish, 

being anxiously watched by silent colleagues and opponents. 

Further up the bus, the conversations were more likely to involve the weekend’s 

soccer fixtures, and in particular Lincoln City’s campaign in those far-off Second 

Division games. Legends of Sincil Bank such as Andy Graver, Tony Emery and 

Johnny Garvie were idolised in much the same way as the Rooneys and Gerrards of 

the present day soccer scene. 

It came as a surprise to me that I searched in vain for any reference to Chess in the 

historic editions of The Lincolnian magazine. The first reference I can find is in the 

Spring 1937 edition of the magazine. A party of six players had been selected to play 

at the South Park Girls’ High School, where a Chess Club had recently been formed. 

The girls apparently played very well, and scored several well-earned victories. They 

also provided the boys with supper and ‘a great deal of amusement’. Any après 

Chess, I wonder? 

The LS team consisted of a brace of Quinceys, Fox, Hughes, Travis and Letts. The 

line-up of the girls’ team was Stokes, Beswick, Clark, Hoult, Hill and Speed. In the 

event, LS appeared to win by a wide margin, although the table showing the final 

results was described as being ‘very doubtful’! Clearly the meticulous attention to 

detail required to play the game did not extend to the recording of results! A return 

fixture, held in the Lincoln School library, was arranged in the summer, and once 

again the boys had the upper hand, winning 19 out of the 27games. 

During the following summer, it was reported by J H Quincey in The Linconian that 

the School had the ‘sublime audacity and optimism’ to raise a team of Chess payers, 

and arrange one or two matches. Despite falling short of their self-confident hopes, 

the team felt that its deficiencies in the knowledge of the game were more than 

counterbalanced by the enthusiasm of its members! There were three matches that 

season; one against bitter rivals, the City School, was lost, and one was won.  A 

match against ‘Mrs Marlow’s team’ was lost by a wide margin. 



There appears to have been a lull in competitive Chess at Lincoln School during the 

early years of the Second World War, and the next entry is to be found in the July 

1941 edition of The Lincolnian magazine. The other half of the ‘brace’, S E Quincey, 

reported that two matches had taken place; one against a South Park team in which 

‘very enjoyable games were played, but no record of the match was kept’! A second 

match was against Bablake School, Coventry, which had been evacuated to Lincoln 

during the war, and whose pupils were temporarily educated at Lincoln School and 

elsewhere in the city (see Item of Interest 15). The ‘reputedly strong’ Bablake team 

was in fact comprehensively beaten, to the delight of the Lincoln team and its 

supporting master, Mr H W ‘Bosky’ Wood. 

The year 1941 was a defining moment in the history of Chess at Lincoln School as it 

was decided to adopt the game as a provisional inter-House competition. Chess had 

become very popular especially among the younger pupils, and the House Chess 

matches were proving successful. The House names in those days were Abbott, 

Hutchinson, Moss, Newsom, Page, Pownall, Temple, and School, which was the 

boarding house. The School’s Chess matches were not so successful, however, 

both matches against South Park and the City School being lost, the latter by 5 

‘boards’ to one. 

Chess had now become an established game at LS, and continued to flourish during 

the 1940s. On 16th March 1944 the School entertained ten members of Lincoln 

Christ’s Hospital Girls’ High School (LHS) in an effort to introduce the game at the 

School. Apparently the meeting was a success, but Chess might well have been a 

minor item on the agenda! Household names well known to those of us who were at 

LS during the 1950s began to appear on the lists; D A Smellie, W A Patton, J S 

Pennington, J S Rollett, G H Camamile, M Sharrard and others. The House 

competition also continued to grow in popularity, despite the ‘prior claims’ of football, 

and the Summer 1948 edition of The Lincolnian recorded the results of the newly-

established, re-named houses, Minster, Lindum, Bluecoat, Greyfriars and of course, 

School. 

The year 1948 also saw a further development in the history of Chess at LS, as the 

fixture list began to expand to include other grammar schools in Lincolnshire such as 

De Aston, Market Rasen; Scunthorpe; Market Rasen; Wintringham; Boston, Retford 

and Queen Elizabeth’s, Gainsborough. A junior match was also played against 

Rosemary School, Lincoln. A regular excuse given for poor performances in the late 

1940s was that the teams were ‘…considerably weakened…by football matches’! So 

much for my earlier stereotypical generalisation! Peter Pickering has suggested that 

it might be more to do with the kind of person who is competitive, and whether it is a 

physical or a mental activity may be subordinate. 

Perhaps the loss of form led to a revival of the Chess Club as, in 1949 it was 

reported that there was an increase in interest in the game. Chess sets were loaned 

during breaks and dinner times, and club tuition was made available in the hope of 



remedying the poor form, and providing a stronger foundation for future Chess 

teams. The result was that, under the direction of ‘grand’ master Felix M Arscott, the 

Chess Club seemed to take on a more ambitious agenda, organising competitions 

open to the whole School in three grades; Open, Under 15 and Junior.  

Indeed, in the January1951magazine, it was recorded that many keen juniors were 

to be found playing the game in the Library during break and dinner times, and that 

senior members of the Club were providing coaching lessons to the more promising 

youngsters. During the early 1950s, stalwarts of the game included M L Nicholson, P 

F Baker, M P Gogan, R M Watson, M A Preston, P E Pickering, D I (‘Dippy’) 

Paddison, J B Ward, J M Wright and P A Brocklesby. Both the Chess Club and the 

inter-school matches continued to thrive, with additional fixtures being arranged 

against Carre’s Grammar School, Sleaford,  and the LS staff. In 1951 the School 

won five of its eight matches, drew one and lost only two. Sadly, one of those was 

against the City School, albeit marginally and following ‘adjudication’, but the team 

did have the satisfaction of beating the staff team by four boards to two. M A Preston 

achieved the distinction of being unbeaten throughout the season in the School 

team, the under XV team, and House matches. 

Peter Pickering described Preston as a strong player, and besides being in the LS 

football first eleven was a fine athlete. At that time, Peter wrote that the Amateur 

Athletics federation was a fierce outfit, and Preston once expressed the fear that he 

might be barred from competing in athletics competitions if it was discovered that he 

had won half-a-crown in a Chess tournament! 

 

The Chess Club icon used in The Lincolnian magazines during the 1950s 

 

The 1952-53 season saw another development in the history of Chess at LS. 

Despite losing its ‘shepherd’ the School team was described as ‘better than it had 



ever been’, and owed its success to the support and guidance given by Mr Arscott, 

who had left the School for pastures new. A team had been entered for the second 

division of the Lincolnshire League, drew its first match, and lost narrowly to 

Sheffield University’s second team. On the down side, the School team lost its fifth 

successive match its arch-rivals the City School, which continued its dominance until 

fortunes were reversed in the 1953-54 season. In addition to the inter-school 

matches, other league teams included Scunthorpe Town Grimsby Town second 

team and the Grimsby YMCA. 

Such was the progress of Chess at LS during the 1950s that the February 1955 

edition of The Lincolnian reported that the name of Lincoln School was now highly 

respected in Chess circles in the county, with several players involved in both city 

and county events. Much of the success was attributed to the enthusiasm and 

expertise so generously given by Mr Arscott during his brief four-year career at LS. 

During that season, however, some rebuilding was necessary as the team had been 

weakened by the departure of four key players, including P E Pickering and P A 

Brocklesby. A new master, the popular Mr T E (‘Ted’) Lowther, had taken over the 

mantle of coach, reorganising the Club and arranging inter-form matches, whilst a 

new rising star, D J Hindley, added strength to the School team. The unique 

photograph of Ted Lowther below was taken by Derek Hindley* in the School 

Boarding House in1953. 

 

 

 

Peter Pickering has written that he well remembers the match with the City School 

which was lost by ‘adjudication’. Perhaps with a modicum of modesty he recalled 

that he was ‘browbeaten’ by Michael Howseman, whom he described as a much 

better player, and who was determined to score a victory. In those days LS did not 

have chess clocks, and so it was possible to delay matters by having an 



unreasonable amount of ‘thinking time’. Peter also recalled that the match had to be 

concluded at a pre-arranged time, when some of the matches had not been 

completed. Moreover, he still ‘slightly resents’ the fact that Howseman apparently 

used his tactical acumen to demonstrate that his teams were in a winning position, 

and hence the adjudication went in favour of the arch-rivals. 

The match against the staff paired Peter against the legendary LS master, Mr J A 

(‘Jab’) Baxter. Peter’s recollection is that he defeated ‘Jab’ on that occasion as the 

learned Classicist did not apparently know how to ‘castle’ on the Queen’s side! 

Considerable consternation was also caused in the match against Wintringham 

Grammar School, which had a girl in its team! 

As far as joining the Lincolnshire League was concerned, Peter thought that it was 

quite an adventurous initiative for a school team, but nevertheless believed that the 

LS team ‘…beefed the Second Division of the league up a bit.’ He also recalled that 

there was City School Old Boys team. There were four players in a team and his 

father, Jack Pickering, used to drive the team to away matches. Peter wonders if 

there may be more information lurking in the archives of the Lincolnshire County 

Chess Association or the English Chess Federation. 

 

 

Peter Pickering in his pawn-pilfering pomp! 
(Lincoln School September 1952) 



Despite losing key players such as M L Nicholson, J B Ward and P W Dawson, the 
later years of the decade saw the fruits of Mr Lowther’s ‘…ceaseless and patient 
work amongst the junior forms’. The excellent record of R Nix, and the popularity of 
the Tuesday evening Chess Club bore witness to this claim. Other promising players 
included T C G Smith, and S Speed. In the July 1957 edition of The Lincolnian, the 
following warm tribute was paid to Mr Lowther: 
 

It is impossible to speak too highly of the encouragement we have received 

from Mr T E Lowther during his six years at Lincoln School. He will have the 

satisfaction of knowing that a strong contingent of boys remains to carry on 

the best traditions of Lincoln School chess. We give him our warmest thanks 

and wish him well in the future. 

Clearly Mr Lowther’s influence left its legacy on players of my own generation, 

including B Hickson, D H Colvin, D E S Blatherwick, E Nix, J G ‘Tom’ Atkin, R Siddle 

and J A Townend, although the paucity of entries on Chess in the magazines of the 

late 1950s does suggest a decline in interest in the game, perhaps because no-one 

was prepared to take over the mantle of masters such as Messrs Arscott and 

Lowther. 

Many of us who were privileged to be taught by ‘Ted’, or ‘Louie’ Lowther as he was 

sometimes known, will also recall his innovative methods of teaching English and 

Latin. He was also a strong supporter of football and cricket at Lincoln School, and 

played a key role in many of the theatrical productions. 

The photographs below show two of the keen Chess players, D H Colvin (right) and 

D E S Blatherwick, who also harboured thespian ambitions! Both in fact became 

Ambassadors. The former took the part of Count Durante, and the latter, a 

Philosopher, in the Lincoln School Dramatic Society’s 1960 production of The Snob; 

an adaptation by Miles Malleson of Molière’s play, Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The early 1960s saw a ‘phoenix-like resurrection’, of the game, not least because of 

the arrival of a new champion, Mr Gande, who encouraged the juniors and acquired 

six new badly needed chess sets. Form competitions, chess ladders and a handicap 

tournament were introduced to raise the level of play among the juniors who would 

be ‘tomorrow’s team’. This initiative clearly had an impact on the success of the 

School team, which won most of its matches. There was no mention of the League 

which suggests that the competitions were once more restricted to inter-school 

competitions. Key members of the Team during that era were A S Marshall, G T C 

Marshall and A S Pantling, with strong support from Shaw, Wilson, Fenwick, 

Humble, Bowes, McFarron, Hall, Thorrington, Bayer, Jones, Kerr, Seaton, Peel and 

Clarke. 

One of the features of the success of the LS Chess team during the mid-1960s was 

its participation in the Sunday Times Chess Competition. There was also a ‘fine win’ 

in the usual ‘extremely tense’ battle with the City School, thus avenging a defeat in 

the previous year. Other new members of staff, Mr Wiley, Mr Cobb and Mr Rees, 

played influential roles in the development of the Club during that decade and the 

early years of the 1970s. 

The fluctuating fortunes of Chess at LS were reflected in the somewhat depressing 

report in the 1970 edition of The Lincolnian magazine, now sadly becoming much 

thinner in content, and produced annually or even biennially as the grammar school 

era came to a close. A Foster reported that the Chess team failed to register a win, 

and was heavily defeated in the first round of the Sunday Times Tournament. 

Fennel, Clarke, Daszkiewicz and Rowlett had some measure of success, but the 

team as a unit fared badly. The reported ended with the depressing statement that 

unless greater interest was shown in the game, the decline in the Team’s 

performances would continue. 

Such pessimism turned out to be unfounded, however, as the School Chess Team 

had one of its most successful seasons for many years in 1971, remaining 

undefeated in all its domestic fixtures, and losing only marginally in the second round 

of the Sunday Times tournament. Clarke (once again), Raynes, Galloway and 

Chapman played extremely well throughout the season, and the Team’s success 

was continued in 1973, as the standard of chess in the School continued to rise once 

again. New key members included Swaby, Baynton, Akrill and Ogden. 

Lincoln School ceased to operate as a selective grammar school in 1974. Although it 

is not part of my brief to chart the development of Chess in the early days of the 

newly-formed Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School (LCHS), suffice it to say that the final 

conflated 1974-76 edition of The Lincolnian reported on the Lincolnshire County 

Chess Team Championships in which LCHS won two and drew one of its seven 

matches. It is apparent that, at least in the early years of the new school, the tradition 

for playing chess in the Library, the form rooms, and the hallowed cloisters of that 

ancient and hallowed building was being continued. 



 

Lincoln School Library was a favourite venue for Chess Matches 

 

I have relied on the oral history tradition rather than formal documents to trace the 

development of Chess during the transition period to the comprehensive school. 

Former History teacher at LCHS, Alun Jones, has recalled that the Chess team 

continued to accompany the school football team on the coaches to other schools in 

the county during the early years of LCHS. Further research has confirmed that it 

was on the initiative of another teacher, Maureen Smith, that Chess was played 

competitively for 3-4 years during the transition. Maureen was particularly proud of 

the fact that the team consisted of Oxbridge candidates and pupils who were far less 

gifted academically. However, perhaps following a disastrous mauling by the 

Spalding Grammar School, the team was eventually disbanded, and Chess began to 

lose its popularity. 

There has been considerable social change of course since those early days in the 

late 1970s. During the 1950s, pupils were regularly to be found playing the game 

during breaks and lunchtimes, but I cannot recall having seen a single game of 

chess being played during my regular walks around the School. An enquiry among 

the present sixth form of more than 300 students, revealed that 50% claimed to be 

able to play the game, but only one student, a boy, played it regularly. Boys were 

also in the majority of those who knew how to play the game. Moreover, the School 

Librarian cannot remember having seen a game of Chess being played in the 

present library. Rules about games in school may of course have changed over the 

years. 



There may well be many reasons for the apparent demise of Chess in schools. 

There is little opportunity in the present fast-moving world to stand and stare, let 

alone ruminate for several minutes over the next move on a chess board. The 

games of yesteryear have been replaced by electronic games and the current 

preoccupation with the social media. Of course it is possible that some students 

might be concentrating on making their next move on their phones and other 

gadgets, but I doubt it! Although school uniforms have not changed much since the 

1950s, other fashions most certainly have! Peter Pickering adopts a more optimistic 

view about the present state of the game, pointing out that he still plays Chess in 

competitions, and is encouraged by the number of schoolboys, and some girls, who 

participate. He has also pointed out that his eldest granddaughter played Chess 

when she was younger, and now enjoys coaching children.  

 

 

“Pick someone your own age!” (Photograph by Catherine Forbes) 

 

The more formal Chess clubs have always relied on teachers with an interest in the 

game, and the time to spare. LCHS has been fortunate in the past to have enjoyed 

the skills and interests of Mr Ian Chapman, who ran a successful Chess club for 

three years before the demands of work made it impossible for him to continue. 

Consultation with former members of staff going back to the 1970s suggests that his 

club might have been the only example of a Chess club in the history of LCHS. The 

picture above shows Mr Chapman and his protégé deep in thought about their next 

moves. 



The catchment area of a school also has an impact on all extra-curricular activities, 

including Chess. Most of the pupils at Lincoln School walked or cycled to school, and 

others used the city’s public bus service. This meant that it was much easier for 

pupils to stay behind for a range of such activities. Nowadays, a sizeable number of 

the students at LCHS disappear promptly on the fleet of coaches parked outside the 

gates. 

It was my father who taught me the rudiments of the game, almost certainly learned 

at Lincoln School during the 1920s. I wonder how many mothers and fathers of the 

present students have the experience and skills to impart the necessary knowledge? 

Even if they do, they would probably be regarded as the contemporary equivalent of 

‘squares’! “Come on, Dad, get a life!” 

I was never a good Chess player, but I did enjoy the challenge, and found it both 

intellectually stimulating and socially enjoyable. Today’s activities offer similar 

challenges and delights, of course, but it would certainly give me a pang of nostalgic 

pleasure if I were to catch one pair of LCHS students huddled over a board and 

contemplating their next move along the challenging and perilous route to the 

triumphant cry of ‘check mate’!  

 

*Derek Hindley was an amateur photographer during his years as a boarder 

at Lincoln School during the 1950s, and has generously contributed a number 

of his informal photographs for articles from the Garton Archive. Sadly, I 

cannot find one of a group playing Chess. 
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