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18th March 2020 
 
 
RE: Social Distancing Action – Coronavirus 
 
I would imagine that you have seen the Prime Minister’s address on Monday afternoon where he advised 
that now is the time for all of us to begin actively socially distancing in order to stem the spread of the 
coronavirus. https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-coronavirus-16-march-2020  
 
This advice may have caused worry and confusion for you. It might seem contradictory that attending 
school – where they will be in classrooms with up to 33 others - is safe for your child, but that you are 
advised against going to theatres, clubs and other social meetings where inside space may be greater and 
attendees fewer.  
 
We are concerned for the safety of our students too – and for the safety of your families that they return 
home to where there may be other family members who are in vulnerable groups.  
 
We want to support Mr Johnson’s message of social distancing and so from tomorrow we will be 
encouraging our whole student community to work from home where this is possible. We have discussed 
this proposal with the Department for Education, Local Authority and our Governors gaining their support 
in our intention on behalf of our students and staff.  
 
We know that due to those staff and students in vulnerable group’s attendance of both will be affected. 
We also know that the need to self-isolate for 14 days if any member of the household falls ill will mean a 
further reduction in staff and students in school. This means that the school will not be able to operate as 
normal if it remains open and safe running becomes complex. We therefore believe the option to continue 
education by working at home is the safest and most consistent offer.  
 
If your child can remain at home and access their learning online, we will support this. Students should 
follow their usual school timetable while at home completing the work set for them by their teachers on 
class charts (which might signpost them to another platform). The letter from Mr Middleton which is also 
being sent home gives advice on how to access and use these platforms. 
 
The school will remain open with a skeleton staff so that the children of frontline emergency service 
workers can continue to attend thus enabling those highly valued staff to continue their crucial roles. 
School will also be open to those families who have no childcare provision – we do not want you to have 
send your child to grandparents or people in other vulnerable groups. We will welcome, without question, 
any student attending on any day.  
 
The school day for those onsite will look slightly different as we will have to plan on a day-to-day basis 
dependent on numbers of staff and students in school. If you are sending your child to school, please send 
them in uniform to arrive for the normal time (08.30am). Each year group will be directed to form group 
locations via signs in the Main Hall and outside of the Pastoral Offices on the Cloister. Form time will be 
extended each day by the end of which students will have been given their programme for the day. The 
school will be open until 3pm each day as usual.  
 
We do, of course, request that no children with symptoms of coronavirus are sent to school. If your child 
develops either a new, continuous cough or a high temperature (37.8 or above), you should keep them at 
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home. The whole household should then self-isolate for 14 days. Furthermore, In accordance with advice 
from the government, if a child who is in school develops either of the symptoms above we will isolate 
them within school and contact you to collect them as soon as possible.  
 
Those students working from home will be coded B and for those who are self-isolating, Y. This does mean 
that you as their parent are taking responsibility for their safeguarding during these hours, but it will also 
mean their percentage attendance figure is not affected.  To allow us to use these codes, please contact 
school – preferably via email in this instance to avoid high call volumes education@lchs.eu or 
tturner@lchs.eu  – to inform us. Please put your child’s name and year group in the subject of the email. If 
we have not had contact from you, we will contact you on the first day of absence.  
 
If your child’s circumstance changes while they are off because they or a member of the household 
becomes ill, please do call the school to share this information.  
 
This is a worrying time for all of us, with much uncertainty. We know that isolation may be tough and refer 
you to advice shared by the government. We will remain open for you to contact via phone or email if you 
would like support on any matter. We must look out for our community at this time – if you are struggling, 
please do call us and we will try our best to support or signpost you to the support that is needed.  
 
If in the meantime, the Governments advice changes we will of course inform you of the schools response. 
 
Thank you for your support and understanding in these circumstances. We will continue to update you if 
the situation alters.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr M Mckeown 
Headteacher 
 
 
The materials below may be of use: 
 
Coronavirus (COVID 19): UK government response: https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-
events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response 
 
Stay at home: guidance for households with possible coronavirus (COVID 19) infections: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-
for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 
Advice on wellbeing: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/ 
 

A social story to explain Coronavirus:  https://theautismeducator.ie/2020/03/11/corona-virus-social-

story/ 
 

World Health Organisation:  https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Attached to the ParentMail is a copy of a document offering advice on supporting people with high anxiety 
about Coronavirus  
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