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21st September 2020 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
  
Thank you for your continued support during this time.  The first three weeks here have been very 
successful and I am delighted to see our students back in school and learning. 
  
I have no doubt that you will have been watching the news regarding the challenges the country, and 
specifically schools, are facing.  Every school has come up with a plan which they can follow in their context 
to keep everyone safe and LCHS is no different.  Last week, our Deputy Headteacher, Claire Owens, set out 
the measures LCHS have in place in an attempt to suppress infection rates and to follow, and go further 
than, the government guidelines.  All of our measures are going according to plan and I would like to thank 
everyone for their support and cooperation during this time. 
  
As a secondary school which is not under specific local restriction measures, we have the autonomy to 
consider the use of face coverings for pupils, staff and visitors in areas outside the classroom where social 
distancing cannot easily be maintained, such as corridors and communal areas. We have made face 
coverings optional for all students and staff in an effort to support everyone back to school.  For additional 
safety, as the messages from the government clearly show a national picture of increasing risk, I am 
now recommending that students and staff wear face coverings while at school where social distancing is 
not possible.  This includes arrival and departure, on the corridors and at break times. 
  
When discussing this with your child, please make sure they understand that the best protective factor is 
‘space’. Where a safe distance of 1m+ or even 2m can be kept, this should be done.  This is possible at 
break times. Wearing a mask is an additional protection rather than negating the need to maintain a safe 
distance. 
 
If our local area is subject to partial or full lockdown, then wearing of face coverings in areas outside the 
classroom where social distancing cannot easily be maintained will be made mandatory and will be a 
condition of attendance (apart from those in an exempt category).  
  
Based on current evidence and the measures that schools are already putting in place, such as the system 
of controls and consistent bubbles, face coverings will not be necessary in the classroom even where social 
distancing is not possible. Face coverings could have a negative impact on teaching and learning and their 
use in the classroom should be avoided.  Nevertheless, if students and staff desire to wear face coverings in 
lessons, we will respect their wishes.   
  
I know and understanding that these continued challenges are very difficult for us all.  Thank you once 
again for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Yours faithfully 
  
Mr M Mckeown 
Headteacher 
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